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Our Values
A focus on student
achievement:
Success for all
A classroom
orientation:
Sound teaching
A context-specific,
distinctive school
Practical support:
Making it possible

Our Vision
West Balcatta Primary School’ s dedicated and caring
staff use their professional expertise to deliver a

current, engaging and innovative curriculum that is
respectful

and

embracing

of

all

cultures

and

considers the diverse needs of students in a safe,
inclusive setting. Our staff collaborate regularly to
ensure

that

high

child’ s

potential.

expectations

for

learning

and

behaviour are achieved in order to develop each

Meaningful
accountability
Community
confidence

We

respect

and

value

strong

partnerships with families and the wider community.

Our School
West Balcatta Primary School opened in 1977 and is located in the northern suburbs,

approximately 13 kilometres from the Perth CBD, catering for students from Kindergarten to
Year 6. The school became an Independent Public School in 2019 and is dedicated to

providing a positive educational experience that supports the academic, social, emotional
and behavioural needs of all students. This was acknowledged in winning the prestigious ‘ WA

Primary School of the Year’ award in 2012. The school embraces cultural diversity with
languages from many countries spoken in the homes of students. The parent body is
comprised of families from numerous cultures.

Classrooms reflect a comfortable learning environment and feature excellent facilities
including interactive whiteboards and wireless internet access. Year 5&6 ‘ Bring your own
Device’ program has been implemented to enhance teaching and learning with Digital

Technology. The school boasts a computer laboratory with 32 computers, Languages Room

and purpose-built Music Room, Science & Visual Arts Room and Assembly Area. The school
has had a total library upgrade which became fully operational in 2016. The school also

boasts engaging Nature Play areas, features Noongar 6 Seasons Gardens and a Bush Tucker
Garden, and incorporates Wet Weather Play and Loose Parts Play throughout the school.
Our

committed

staff

are

professional,

approachable

and

dedicated

to

fostering

a

collaborative school culture. The school has a Principal, two Deputy Principals and one Level

3 Teacher. Numerous teachers have attained Senior Teacher status and staff members
embrace leadership opportunities within the school. Additional support is provided by a
Learning Support Coordinator and a service agreement has been signed with the West Coast
Language Development Centre. A School Chaplain supports the school' s Pastoral Care and
Values programs and includes EdConnect, a school volunteer program.

Cooperative partnerships between families, staff and students are the foundations on which

the school is built. It is strengthened by parent participation in their children' s education,
which is actively encouraged. Committed to West Balcatta Primary School are the motivated,
active and progressive School Board and Parents’ and Citizens' Association which are
continually demonstrative of our families as partners in education.

Student
Destination

Student Enrolments 2020
80

60

In 2020, 55 Year 6 students
graduated
from
West
Balcatta Primary School.
The destination of these
students was as follows:

20

Ye
ar
6

Ye
ar
5

Ye
ar
4

Ye
ar
3

Ye
ar
2

Ye
ar
1

0

Ki
nd
er
ga
rt
en
Pr
ePr
im
ar
y

Balcatta SHS - 34
Carine SHS - 8
Servite College - 6
Newman College - 3
Duncraig SHS - 2
St Mary's Girls' School - 1
Perth Modern School - 1
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3, 4 and 6 cohorts falling below

the school's target of 94%. This

data can be seen in the figure
to the left.
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Upon becoming an Independent Public School in 2019,

the process of rebranding began in earnest. In 2020,
some of those processes began to bear fruit, with the

inception of a new logo and the design of a new
school uniform for 2021.

The Rebranding Committee was formed in 2019, and

comprised a mix of administration staff and parents,
including

several

with

professional

experience

Our
Rebranding
Process

in

graphic design and change management processes.

The remit of the committee was to look at the three elements of West Balcatta Primary
School’ s brand – Uniform, Logo and Communication.

Extensive research was undertaken into the history and potential for change in the school’ s

uniform. In recent memory, the school’ s predominant colours had been red, white and
black, but investigations had shown that previous uniforms had in fact been grey, and at

one stage featured a dark green or teal jumper. Surveys conducted with the school

community showed a clear desire for a change away from a white polo shirt, which was an

impractical choice for primary school students. After extensive discussion, a new colour
scheme for uniforms was settled upon, and from the start of 2021, West Balcatta students

would be able to wear a new school shirt in grey with red and white trim. Further additions

to the uniform range are due to be added by the school’ s new uniform supplier, Tudor
Uniforms.

The school’ s existing logo has been in existence since the 1970s, and was reproduced from

a hand-drawn design featuring a handshake within a curved shield-type background.
Discussions began about how the logo could be altered to better reflect the modern and

progressive school that has evolved from those years, and community feedback suggested
including the abundant tree life which creates the natural environment of the school. After

a number of submissions, a design was reached which includes the current colours of red,
white and black, but with an accent colour of green in graduated shades.

Our new West Balcatta Primary School logo pays homage to the original logo, with the
black and red crescents representing the many hands that support and care for our

children. The green represents the abundant nature within our school and the gradient of
colour reflects the growth of each child in our community.

The existing school motto of ‘ Cooperation and Courtesy’ has featured on the school logo

since its design, and this led to another phase of rebranding around a future motto and
communication around the school’ s mission and purpose. By the end of 2020, a decision
was reached to not feature a motto on the new logo, and to instead work towards a

shorter, more refined statement of purpose which will feature on letterheads and school
documents.

Sincere thanks must be given to the community for their honest feedback, and to the
committee for their time, dedication and enthusiasm in steering this initiative.
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Our Response to COVID-19
In early 2020, the first signs of uncertainty around the COVID-19 virus prompted a

need for the school to plan for a variety of outcomes. The overriding message was
one of human interaction despite restriction. Communication from the school was

clear, regular and empathetic, resulting in a shared purpose across the school
community.

West Balcatta moved proactively to prepare for multi-modal teaching and learning.
Staff were briefed daily about any developments relating to changing operations, and

took on the task of upskilling themselves in electronic methods of curriculum delivery
and assessment. This was accomplished via web conferences and peer learning
sessions within school.

Non-teaching staff were at the forefront of the paper-based learning material rollout,
with weekly work packs produced by teachers being collated, sealed and made
available for safe pick-up without breaching distancing and hygiene restrictions.

Face-to-face instruction continued for the children of those families for whom

working from home was not an option. Relief staff were employed to allow for
maximum flexibility across age groups, while class and specialist teachers conducted
online lessons via Teams and WebEx platforms, and between instruction contacted

those students who were completing paper-based packages at home. Regular check-

ins were conducted by school staff at all levels with students to maintain connection

between home and school. A climate of mutual support among staff, and between
staff, students and parents, allowed for West Balcatta to be more than prepared to
tackle any possible changes in operations.

As attendance at school began to rise after the initial restrictions were lifted, pick-up

and drop-off times were staggered to tackle congestion and allow for physical

distancing, while students left their parents at the gate and moved independently to
class; an unintended benefit of the measures that were put in place. Daily interaction
at

the

school

gates

allowed

for

a

physically-distanced

connection than had been present beforehand.

but

somehow

closer

As a result of increased hygiene requirements, additional government funding allowed
for an additional cleaner to be employed by the school, to clean high-use areas such
as classroom desks, keyboards and door handles, to be cleaned repeatedly during the

day. Playground equipment was cleaned at regular intervals during the day and
additional cleaning supplies and protective equipment purchased.

Like many other schools, the journey was one of discovery and left us with a sense of
connection with our community on a level not experienced before; a collective
achievement of making it through by supporting each other and putting the health

and wellbeing of students, families, staff and school leaders first, and enabling a
climate of mutual trust and purpose to flourish.

Priority Area: English
2020

was

a

time

for

reflecting

upon

and

analysing

the

practices

of

the

English

Operational Plan to decide what has worked in the past and what is needed to enhance

the English outcomes of our students. We continued to implement the Success Plan,
aiming to achieve our Success Targets by employing our Specific Strategies.

With a reduced level of consultation with the West Coast Language Development Centre

(WCLDC) a whole-school approach to the teaching of Phonological Awareness and

Spelling continued. Students in Years 1-3 were assessed using the SPARKLE (Systematic
Phonics and Reading Knowledge Levelled Evaluation) Kit, reflecting an updated approach
to the assessment of Reading using Running Records for these year levels.

Intervention groups were formed to target students in need. The implementation of a twohour Literacy Block was trialed with teachers committed to including all prescribed

components. The Literacy Block will continue in a modified and more flexible form next
year.

A

whole-school

focus

on

the

Explicit

Teaching

Model

continued,

with

Peer

Observations suggesting teachers’ preferred strategies and practices are becoming more
effective.
Formal

collaboration

sessions

promoted

collaborative

year

level

planning,

ongoing

revision of teaching strategies and consistent judgement of student performance using
moderation practices.

In the absence of 2020 NAPLAN data, collaborative groups used

previous data analysis to form a basis for intervention programs, with staff of all year
levels committed to addressing priority areas.

The student achievement targets for 2020 and our relative achievement by the end of
2020 is listed in the table below.

OVERALL
ACHIEVEMENT

ACHIEVEMENT DETAILS

Achieved

91% of Pre-Primary students made all
single letter-sound links.

80%
of
Pre-Primary
students
will
independently achieve ‘green’ scores for
all
Identification,
Blending
and
Segmenting tasks (for CCVC and CVCC
words) in the RAT-R.

Not Achieved

Only
70%
of
Pre-Primary
students
independently achieved ‘green’ scores
for
all
Identification,
Blending
and
Segmenting Tasks (for CCVC and CVCC
words) in the RAT-R.

60% of Year 1 students will achieve Level
7 or above in the Phonic Book Diagnostic
Assessment.

Achieved

93% of Year 1 students achieved Level 7
or above in the Phonic Book Diagnostic
Assessment.

80% of Year 1 students will achieve Level
3 or above in the Sparkle Assessment
Kit.

Achieved

80% of Year 1 students achieved Level 3
or above in the Sparkle Assessment Kit.

80% of Year 2 students will achieve Level
5 or above in the Sparkle Assessment
Kit.

Achieved

85% of Year 2 students achieved Level 5
or above in the Sparkle Assessment Kit.

Year 3 and 5 Reading and Spelling
NAPLAN achievement will be at or above
that which is expected of West Balcatta
students.

COVID-19
Affected Data

No data due to NAPLAN being cancelled.

TARGET
85%
of
Pre-Primary
independently
identify
sound links.
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Priority Area: Mathematics
To make further improvements in 2021, it is recommended that teachers continue to focus

on using the Explicit Instruction Model of Maths concepts and ensure a structured approach

to teaching problem-solving strategies are a purposeful feature of Maths program, to
engage

and

challenge.

Our

whole

school

program

includes

iMaths

which

provides

differentiated learning tasks: support, consolidation and extension. Teachers are to continue
providing the opportunity for Maths investigations.

Individual Education Programs will continue for those who have special needs, including
high achieving students.

These plans will have individualised SMART goals that are

assessed each term. Integrating IXL and Mathletics to support the teaching of concepts are
an excellent resource for practising all Maths skills.

Engaging interactive programs are used on interactive whiteboards to teach new concepts.
At least one collaboration session each term is used to plan problem-solving activities and

assess using the SCSA Curriculum and Achievement Standards. Communicating Maths

strategies and year level targets will occur at parent meetings and interviews. Maths
activities are shared throughout the school-community using Connect.

Concepts such as one-to-one correspondence, place value, time, money and measuring

need to be reinforced through use of concrete materials and problem-solving to ensure we
continue value adding.

TARGET

OVERALL
ACHIEVEMENT

The Year 3 and 5 students will achieve
an average NAPLAN Numeracy score
above those of like schools .

COVID-19
Affected Data

No data due to NAPLAN being cancelled.

The Year 3 and 5 students will maintain
NAPLAN Numeracy scores above that
which is expected of West Balcatta
students each year.

COVID-19
Affected Data

No data due to NAPLAN being cancelled.

The Year 5 stable NAPLAN cohort will
demonstrate
‘high’
progress,
value
adding to the ‘high’ achievement scored
in Year 3.

COVID-19
Affected Data

No data due to NAPLAN being cancelled.

ACHIEVEMENT DETAILS

Priority Area: Student Services
WBPS continues to implement PALS: Play and Learning to Socialise, Aussie Optimism and
the Safe4Kids Protective Behaviours Program. These programs, along with results from our

Student Voice Survey, guided our whole-school Values Program. As a Positive School, we
actively prioritise and support the wellbeing, engagement and social-emotional learning
of every member of our school community.

Students identified as at ‘ educational risk’ were supported in classrooms with a range of
documented

plans

implemented

by

teachers,

intervention and support from Education Assistants.

and

several

received

small-group

Year 3 and 5 students took part in our annual Student Voice Survey. The following
percentage of students responded positively to the following statements:
Teachers encourage me to do my best all of the time 77% (73% in 2019)

Students in my class show the teachers respect all/most of the time 89% (73% in 2019)
Students in my class are kind to each other all/most of the time 90% (78% in 2019)

Students follow the school rules in the playground all/most of the time 90% (71% in 2019)
Behaviour at our school is good/excellent 84% (78% in 2019)

Further analysis of the data will guide our Values program and support for small groups
and individuals in 2021. Identified areas to focus on are: making and caring for friends,

persistence, dealing with uncomfortable feelings, use of the Buddy Bench, supporting all
students to feel safe at school, ensuring staff members know their students well and
creating a strong sense of belonging for students. 2021 will see an Aussie Optimism
“refresher” for staff, to support improvement in these focus areas.

OVERALL
ACHIEVEMENT

TARGET

ACHIEVEMENT DETAILS

More than 90% of students will state in
the annual Student Voice Survey that
there is an adult in the school who
knows them well.

Not Achieved

87% of students in Years 3 and 5 stated
that there is an adult in the school who
knows them well. Although the target
was
not
achieved
this
is
a
2%
improvement from 2019 data. This will
continue to be addressed through the
values program in 2021.

In the National School Opinion Survey,
more than 80% of parents will state that
they
perceive
behaviour
at
West
Balcatta Primary School to be well
managed.

Achieved

84% of parents stated that behaviour at
West Balcatta Primary School is well
managed.

COVID-19
Affected Data

The whole-school attendance figure for
2020 is 88.96%, which is lower than last
year’s rate of 93.92%. This can be
attributed to the extra caution taken by
the school and families due to COVID19. In 2021, the school will continue to
work
to
reduce
the
number
of
Unauthorised Absences through regular
communication with families in addition
to the number of holidays taken by
families during the term.

Student attendance will
above,
as
evidenced
Attendance Reporting.

be 94.4% or
by
Student

Behaviour
Management

The

Student

Behaviour

Policy

is

aligned

with

the

Department of Education policy. Changes to the school’s
policy which include Good Standing were ratified by the

School Board early in 2020, and Good Standing came into
effect from the beginning of Semester 2.
In

the

2020

Student

Voice

Survey,

98%

of

students

surveyed responded positively to the statement, “I know
how I should behave at school.” Approximately 97% of

students stated that they follow all of the rules in the
playground and classroom all or most of the time.

In the same survey, 84% thought that the behaviour of
students was ‘Excellent’ or ‘Good’.

Teaching staff increased their vigilance with regard to
attending

to

and

recording

incidents

of

negative

behaviour via Integris (the school’s software program), in
order

to

behaviour

construct
which,

in

a

clearer

the

picture

past,

may

of

the

only

types

have

of

been

apparent to the administration or a class/duty teacher

directly involved. This has resulted in an overall increase
in the number of ‘negative’ incidents reported to 36, which
can be broken down as follows:

11 incidents of physical aggression towards another
student (6 in 2019)

1 incident of abuse or threats towards other students
(4 in 2019)

4 incidents of breaching classroom rules (8 in 2019)

4 breaches of our Cyber-Citizenship Policy (0 in 2019)

16 incidents of low level conduct regarded as ‘Other’ (2
in 2019)

11 students lost their Good Standing status for more
serious or repeated negative behaviours
In

a

school

of

more

than

500

students,

this

is

a

significantly small number of incidents over the course of

a year. It is also worth noting that the vast majority of

students consistently display positive behaviours which
are recognised in a variety of ways throughout the school.

On a day-to-day basis the school has staff members with
strong behaviour management skills, including reflection
and restorative practices, in addition to de-escalation,
redirection and reinforcement strategies. Reflections on
behaviour are handled consistently by all staff, out of

‘public’ view with a focus not only on ‘What happened?’
but also ‘What happens next?’.
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Kindergarten & Pre-Primary
In 2020, the Early Childhood Centre consisted of 3 Pre-Primary classes and 4 Kindergarten
classes. Early childhood staff worked collaboratively to share their expertise, further

develop their knowledge on early childhood teaching and to provide common learning
experiences for all children.

The National Quality Standards and Early Years Learning Framework underpinned the
teaching and learning programs for all Kindergarten and Pre-Primary children. Staff aimed
to

provide

high

quality,

purposeful,

play-based

learning

experiences

across

the

classrooms. The Walker Learning Approach was implemented in Pre-Primary classrooms.

At the end of Term 1 and the first 3-4 weeks of Term 2, teachers provided Connected

Learning programs for home and supported families in implementing these learning
programs from home due to COVID-19 restrictions. Our 'Parent Helper' program was also
cancelled for the remainder of the year due to restricted parent access to our classrooms.

This year Kindergarten children participated in a wide variety of learning experiences
based on the Early Years Learning Framework and Kindergarten Guidelines. The range of
activities

aimed

to

support

Literacy,

Numeracy,

Physical

and

Social

and

Emotional

development. Our literacy focus was on the Synthetic Phonics based Letters and Sounds

program and the Diana Rigg Oral Language Comprehension resource. The Kindergarten
Assessment

Tool

awareness skills.

was

used

to

assess

children’s

comprehension

and

phonological

Throughout the year, we explored many themes including All About Me, People in our

Community, Under the Sea, Lifecycles, NAIDOC and Seasons. We discussed celebrations

including Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Easter and Christmas. Children participated in Book
Week dress up day and performed songs in a Christmas concert for families.

During 2020, Kindergarten teachers developed their own West Balcatta Kindergarten School

report to report to parents on progress in Semester 1 and used the Department of
Education Report format in Semester 2.

In Pre-Primary, curriculum outcomes were met through themes including, All About Me and

My Family, Zoo Animals, Seasons, Fairy Tales, Australiana and Celebrations. Many themes

culminated with a special day or celebrations such as, 100 Days of School, Book Week and
NAIDOC. In Literacy, Pre-Primary teachers continued to implement a Synthetic Phonics

approach towards teaching all areas of phonemic awareness. The Talk for Writing program
was also continued this year to help support oral language and writing skills. Pre-Primary

teachers implemented Walker Learning; a play-based learning pedagogy, in which children
participated in a one-hour session of 'Discovery Time' each day. Discovery experiences are
closely aligned to the classroom learning program and encourage students to meet social
and educational goals through directed play.

In Term 1, our oral language/comprehension homework program was implemented. In Term

2, Pre-Primary teachers presented an online information session for parents on how to help

their child get the most out of the Home Reading program and following this, phonic
readers were sent home for daily reading.
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This year, Pre-Primary children were involved in specialist classes for Physical Education,
Art

and

Digital

Technologies.

During

Digital

Technologies,

children

explored

and

experimented with iPad apps where they created a movie and explored and experimented
with robots and coding. As part of the Health Education program this year, children

participated in incursions for bike safety, water safety and first aid. Teachers used the
Safe4Kids program to teach Protective Behaviours and Constable Care visited to do a
puppet show to reinforce what was being taught in classrooms. In Science, the concepts
of Living Things, Weather, Materials and Objects on the Move were covered. In Term 4,

students participated in dance classes that culminated in a final presentation to the
parents.

During the year, Kindergarten and Pre-Primary children have had wonderful opportunities

to explore the Nature playground ‘The Backyard’ and enjoyed participating in a variety of
different learning areas that were set up in the playground, such as dramatic play,

construction, tinkering, messy mud and water play, and art and craft. When the weather
permitted,
programs.

teachers

used

indoor/outdoor

play

spaces

to

complement

their

learning

In 2021 Kindergarten and Pre-Primary teachers will continue to focus on providing our
children with play-based learning experiences which will include the continuation of
Walker

play-based

learning

approach

in

the

Pre-Primary

classrooms

and

the

implementation of Walker in the Kindergarten classrooms. Funds from the Early Childhood
budget will be spent on purchasing resources to support the Walker Learning Approach

pedagogy as well as adding to and updating resources that encourage oral language, fine
and gross motor skills and sensory play.

Humanities &
Social Sciences

Science
Due to disruptions caused by COVID-19,
this year’ s Science Operational Plan is a
continuation

of

the

plan

from

previous

years, which was made in consultation with
staff from the Science Learning Area Team.

The topics of History, Geography,

Our Science focus continues to link to a

& Business

Waterwise announcements are made by

Civics & Citizenship and Economics

' Sustainability'

intention

the

are

of

taught

with

developing

the

students’

Student
by

theme,

whereby

weekly

Parliamentarians

our

Values

ability to question, think critically,

devise proposals for actions and

Worm Farm still being cared for by the by

all

skills

Mess-Less Mondays.

we

live

Wastewise

communicate effectively. These are

our Worm Farmers along with monitoring

build

a

broader

understanding of the world in which

sees

the

Our

make decisions based on evidence,

that

program

program.

and

supported

school’ s

can

Science is taught mostly through stand-

citizens in the 21st Century. Our aim

into other Learning Areas such as English,

distribution is in line with that of

Learning Science in this manner ensures

(DoE) schools. In 2020, Years 3 and

into

with Pre-Primary, along with Years 1,

students

and

how

people

participate as active and informed

alone

lessons

is to ensure our learning area grade

Maths,

and

' like' and Department of Education

students can better see where Science fits

5 were close to achieving this goal,

particularly in the senior year levels, allow

2, 4 and 6 achieving it.

such as creating electronic games, testing

Students in Years 4 to 6 usually

which

which

our

andsometimes

Design

world.

to

liquids

&

Science

learn

in

cause

environment

integrated

Technologies.

investigations,

real-life

the

most

causes

situations
rust

the

and

fastest

attend excursions related to their

growth of mould.

However, due to COVID-19, Year 6

Our aim is that student achievement data

Parliament House. Year 4 visited the

and other Department of Education (DoE)

and the educational presentation,

desired result was achieved in Pre-Primary

on

to achieving this goal.

year-level

HASS

Curriculum.
attend

for our school is in line with that of ' like'

Naturescape

schools. At the conclusion of 2020, the

' From Firesticks to Fireworks' (based

and Years 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, with Year 6 close

students
Kings

were

Park

the

Rio

WA

unable
Tinto

History

to

Curriculum).

Students in Year 5 again had the
opportunity to visit the Fremantle

The purchase of more Science resources

Prison.

such

Delivery of the HASS Curriculum was

investigations

supported

as

model

seismographs,

electric

microscopes and consumables to allow for
with

the

budget

expended on a variety of resources

such as membership to ‘ Inquisitive’

to

be

completed,

also

extended students learning by providing
hands-on

opportunities.

Again,

due

to

COVID-19, there was no Science incursion.

and fiction and non-fiction books
for the library.
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Health & Physical Education
The key objectives of the Health & Physical Education program REto provide students

with an understanding of health concepts and to equip them with the skills and
strategies needed for confident participation in sport and recreation activities. The
Physical Education Specialist worked to develop all students’ fundamental movement

and game play skills by combining individual movement and object control skills with
modern games and sports.

Sadly, due to the restrictions surrounding COVID-19, interschool sport was severely
impacted

this

year,

resulting

Interschool sports competition.

in

the

cancellation

of

the

annual

Term

2

Winter

In Term 3, the whole school participated in the ‘ Jump Rope for Heart’ fundraising
initiative, which was highly successful. The school raised almost $2000 for the Heart

Foundation and most students were skipping regularly to improve their own heart
health and fitness.

Also in Term 3 (after a postponement from Term 1), West Balcatta entered one team

into the all-girls Year 5-6 Dockers Cup AFL tournament held at Seacrest Reserve,
Sorrento. This was the third time we had entered this competition and after a great
day of competition, where we only lost one game all day, we played in the 3rd-4th

playoff game, which we won convincingly, finishing the competition in 3rd place

overall. The team were rewarded, in Term 4, with an excursion to Optus Stadium for a
tour of the stadium.
The

Faction

Athletics

Carnival

was

moved

to

Term

4

to

accommodate

social

distancing rules and in the hope ofless inclement weather. The format of the carnival

was changed slightly to keep students active and parents and friends spread further

throughout the school, allowing for greater social distancing. These changes proved a
resounding success and the Stirling faction were awarded the Athletics Shield for
2020.

Running Club continued on Wednesday mornings throughout the year. It was decided

at the beginning of the year that Running Club would be compulsory for all students
arriving to school prior to 8.30am. With this new initiative, the club averaged more
than 150 students and 10 parents making their way around the 500m circuit every

week. The club took on different formats throughout the year to try and engage as

many students as possible. During Terms 2 and 4 the faction captains organised

games for students to play, such as ‘ Octopus Tag’ and ‘ Dodge Ball’ and during Term 3,
all the students participated in the ‘ Jump Rope for Heart’ initiative.

The focus for 2021 will be to continue to improve the students' fundamental movement
and game skills as well as increasing students' general strength and cardio-vascular
fitness. There will also be a focus on increasing interschool sport opportunities for the
Year 5 & 6 students.

The Arts: Music
Music has the capacity to engage, entertain, challenge, inspire and empower students.
Studying music stimulates imaginative and innovative responses, critical thinking and

aesthetic understanding, and encourages students to reach their creative and expressive
potential. Music exists distinctively in every culture and is a basic expression of human

experience. Students' active participation in Music, individually and collaboratively, draws
on their own traditions and life experiences.

Music continues to flourish at West Balcatta. During weekly Music lessons, students in
Years 1 to 6 are given the opportunity to express themselves through movement and
dance,

group

and

individual

performances,

composition,

singing,

musical

theory,

percussion performances and many other activities. It is through these activities that the
Arts outcomes of Making and Responding are achieved.

All students in Years 2/3 to 6 participated in recorder lessons as part of their weekly
Music lessons. This resulted in 260 students performing a number of pieces as a

combined recorder ensemble at the WBPS Music Showcase, giving purpose to weekly

lessons. In addition to these performances, all Instrumental Music School Services (IMSS)
students performed at the WBPS Music Showcase , allowing the students to experience a

public performance. Selected students in Year 5 commenced beginner Flute, Clarinet and
Classical Guitar tuition in 2020, while selected students in Year 6 commenced their

second year of tuition. Students are allocated instrumental tutors for each instrument. Five
students in each instrumental year group are selected and provided with group lessons
for 30 minutes each week.

During Term 4, Year 6 students participated in weekly dance lessons for 8 weeks, which

culminated in the Year 6 Graduation Dance at the end of the year. Pre-Primary students
also participated in weekly dance lessons, culminating in an end of year performance for
parents.

At West Balcatta, students in Years 4 to 6 are given the

opportunity to join the school choir. At the commencement of
the year, numbers were steady from 2019, with 63 students

joining the choir in 2020. Many of the students are in Year 4,
with numbers decreasing in Year 5 and Year 6 as alternative

opportunities and responsibilities become available to these
students.

The choir rehearses weekly for 40 minutes before school and
usually

perform

throughout

the

year.

However,

COVID-19

impacted greatly in 2020. Numbers dropped to 45 students;

rehearsals were cancelled for a term and performances at the

Anzac Day Ceremony and One Big Voice at Perth Arena were
also cancelled. The WBPS Music Showcase in Term 4 and Year

6 Graduation were the only occasions on which the choir were
able to perform.

WBPS
Choir

The Arts: Visual Arts
All students from Years 1 to 6 participated in Visual Arts lessons with a specialist teacher in
2020. Students were introduced to or revisited the ‘ Elements of Art’ (line, shape, colour space,

texture, value and form) and learned how various artists use these elements in different ways in
their artworks. Our students also became increasingly familiar with The ‘ Principles of Design’
(contrast, unity, balance, emphasis, variety, movement and pattern) and tried to recognise

these in their own art and also in that of famous artists. Students identified a variety of Elements
of Art and how they were used to achieve the Principles of Design. Students continued
developing the ability to ' look with curiosity and concentration' at qualities of line, shape, texture

and colour in their surroundings and in the work of artists with a view to develop their own
artistic potential and enjoyment. Opportunities were given for them to plan their work in order to

achieve uniqueness and individuality of design; to demonstrate craftsmanship and to explain

the artistic process. In order to engage, inspire and teach art with age-appropriate techniques
and subjects, lessons took inspiration from many a famous artist, a process, a medium, a style
or a subject.

During lessons, students were required to demonstrate and apply their understanding of a

concept being taught, to follow instructions, and to use and develop problem solving and
creative thinking.

In Visual Arts education, language is vitally important in stimulating ideas and recalling
experiences so that students’ ideas are vividly presented when trying to express them visually.

Being able to talk about art is also an essential part of the child’ s development in art and
therefore is a constant and consistent consideration in the planning and implementing of the
Visual Arts program.
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Languages: Italian
The Languages curriculum enables students to engage in learning a language in addition
to English. The study of Languages contributes to the general education of all students.

Language-learning builds upon a student’ s intercultural understanding and sense of
identity as they are encouraged to explore and recognise their own linguistic, social and

cultural practices and identities as well as those associated with speakers of the

language being learnt. It develops students’ overall literacy; strengthening literacyrelated capabilities that are transferable across learning areas.

In 2020, the Languages curriculum was fully implemented. The students in Year 3
interacted and socialised with the teacher and their peers, using simple descriptive or
expressive modelled language and gestures, to exchange information about friends and
family members.

This knowledge was then transferred and integrated into another

Learning Area, Digital Technologies, where the children used the app ' My Create' to make
a short animated movie in Italian about their family.

The Year 4 students exchanged information about aspects of their personal worlds,
including their daily routines at home and at school as well as their interests. They used

songs to learn about definite articles, indefinite articles and pronouns. They learnt
numbers to 1000 and produced tririmas to display their knowledge.
In

Year

5,

the

students

used

descriptive

and

expressive

language

to

exchange

information about their home, neighbourhood and local community. They made models

of their homes and wrote an advertisement to put their homes on the market. They drew
and labelled the outside of their home. They enjoyed the challenge of using ' Quizizz' , an
online app, to challenge each other on the knowledge and understanding of the topic.

They looked at the homes for sale in Italy and compared prices with Australian homes on
the market. They drew house plans and labelled each room.

The Year 6 students used context-related vocabulary to develop and apply grammatical

elements in simple spoken and written texts to generate language for a range of
purposes. They created Carnevale masks after gathering information using digital and

multimodal texts. The children looked at Italian verbs and their conjugation. They then
presented their understanding to the class by creating a PowerPoint to explain how

Italian verbs work. Students looked at some famous Italian people who have contributed
to society and some of the more famous Italian buildings.

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we were unable to provide our usual delicious pizza for
parents to taste on Family Open Night, but once again the Italian room attracted a large

audience and much positive feedback on the standard and volume of work being
produced.

The comprehensive program and rich learning environment have continued to fulfil the
overall aim of making children enthusiastic and passionate about learning another
language and culture at West Balcatta Primary School.

The Chaplaincy
Program
During

2020,

the

Chaplain

focused

on

the

wellbeing of students, parents and staff within
the school community. The Chaplain helps to
support,

mentor,

encourage

and

empower

students, staff and families by providing pastoral

care. Social and emotional needs of the school
community

were

addressed

relaxed setting.

in

a

formal

yet

The Chaplaincy Program supported 90 students

on a ‘ one-to-one’ basis. The students, teachers
and parents have utilised the Chaplain to provide
support

for

anxiety,

grief

and

loss,

family

separation and friendship issues. The Chaplaincy

Program focus for 2021 is to develop a program
for students who are struggling with connecting

with other students in their year level. It is hoped

the program will provide strategies and tips for
students to cope with making new friends as well

as assist them to be understanding, resilient and
supportive.

The Chaplaincy Program operates on two days

per week. Attending carnivals, assemblies and

visiting classes are all features of the program.
The program has helped to build rapport with
students,

staff

and

parents,

and

has

given

support to students whilst they navigate their
way through school.

The school Chaplain also coordinates EdConnect.
In

this

mentors
school
basis.

intergenerational

to

from

This

the

support

local

program,

community

students

‘ service’

on

a

encourages

volunteer
visit

the

one-to-one

children

to

achieve their full potential by developing and
improving life skills and their quality of life. The
school

currently

has

three

mentors

who

are

greatly appreciated by the students they work
with as well as by the staff.
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2020 Budget
Locally Generated Revenue - Budget vs Actual
Voluntary Contributions
Charges and Fees
Fees from Facilities Hire

Budget
Actual

Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships
Commonwealth Govt Revenues
Other State Govt/Local Govt Revenues
Revenue from Co, Regional Office and Other Schools
Other Revenues
Transfer from Reserve or DGR
Residential Accommodation
Farm Revenue (Ag and Farm Schools only)
Camp School Fees (Camp Schools only)
$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

Goods & Services Expenditure - Budget vs Actual
Administration
Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance

Budget
Actual

Curriculum and Student Services
Transfer to Reserve
Payment to CO, Regional Office and Other Schools
Residential Boarding Fees to CO (Ag Colleges only)
Farm Revenue to CO (Ag and Farm Schools only)
$0

$50,000

$100,000

Voluntary
Contributions
Charges
data:

reveals

the

$200,000

Cash Position

Collection statistics for School charges and
Contributions

$150,000

following

receivables

90% of Kindergarten contributions collected,

78.68% - of Pre-Primary contributions collected,
79.73% - of Year 1 to 6 contributions collected.
Total bad debts written off for the year: N/A

Total assets/resources written off for the year: $0
Financial Summary as at 31 December 2020.

Made up of:
General Fund Balance $72, 150.64
Deductible Gift Funds $Trust Funds $-

Asset Replacement Reserves $66, 404.45
Suspense Accounts $(6, 475.12)
Cash Advances $-

Tax Position $(1, 325.00)
Total Bank Balance $130,754.97

Continue to implement and regularly review the
School Self-Assessment Framework according
to the domains of the Public School Review
Standard.

The

recommendations

from

Focus for
Improvement
2021

the

School Self-Assessment are acted upon.

Generate a new West Balcatta Primary School
Success

Plan

and

update

Operational

Plans

accordingly, implementing these in classrooms
and throughout the school. Evidence of this will

be seen in planning and assessment documents
through Performance Development processes.

Set attendance and behaviour targets with processes for non-attendance, lateness and
misbehaviour maintained, including that of Kindergarten students.

Review the Student Behaviour Policy to ensure it is aligned with the requirements of the
Department of Education. Review the Students at Educational Risk Policy.

Implement two-hour Literacy Blocks in Pre-Primary to Year 6, which include Literature
Based Units and Guided Reading.

Year 1-6 curriculum instruction to be conducted by Specialist Teachers in the areas of

Music, Visual Arts, Physical Education, HASS (Years 1 and 2) and Languages (Italian Years 3 to 6).

Utilise support from the WCLDC, as per the Service Agreement signed late 2020 for 2021.

Continue Values Education; reviewing student values, self-esteem and attitudes to

school, utilising data collected in 2020 and whole-school programs such as Aussie
Optimism and Safe4Kids.

Expand Play-Based Learning practices that have been adopted in 2020 Pre-Primary
classes into Kindergarten classes, ensuring best practice.

Maintain the school’ s status as an Asthma Friendly and Waterwise school.
Continue to build family and community engagement.

With school personnel the single greatest influence on student development and
achievement,
philosophy.

align

recruitment

processes
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with

staff

who

support

our

vision

and
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Share your tale with
us!

West Balcatta Primary School
215 Cedric Street Balcatta WA 6021
9253 4950
westbalcatta.ps@education.wa.edu.au

