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Our Values


A focus on student achievement: Success for all



A classroom orientation: Sound teaching



A context specific, distinctive school



Practical support: Making it possible



Meaningful accountability



Community confidence
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Our School
West Balcatta Primary School opened in 1977 and is located in the
northern suburbs, approximately 13 kilometres from the Perth
CBD, catering for students from Kindergarten to Year 6. The
school became an Independent Public School in 2019 and is
dedicated to providing a positive educational experience that
supports the academic, social, emotional and behavioural needs
of all students. This was acknowledged in winning the
prestigious ‘WA Primary School of the Year’ award in 2012. The
school embraces cultural diversity with languages from many
countries spoken in the homes of students. The parent body is
comprised of families from numerous cultures.
Classrooms reflect a comfortable learning environment and
feature excellent facilities including interactive whiteboards and
wireless internet access. Year 5&6 ‘Bring your own Device’
programs have been implemented to enhance teaching and
learning with Digital Technology. The school boasts a computer
laboratory with 32 computers, Languages Room and purpose built
Music Room, Science & Visual Arts Room and Assembly Area. The
school has had a total library upgrade and became fully
operational in 2016. The school also boasts engaging Nature Play
areas, features Noongar 6 Seasons Gardens and a Bush Tucker
Garden, and incorporates Wet Weather play and Loose Parts play
throughout the school.

Our committed staff are professional, approachable and
dedicated to fostering a collaborative school culture. The school
has a Principal, two Deputy Principals and one Level 3 Teacher.
Numerous teachers have attained Senior Teacher status and staff
members embrace leadership opportunities within the school.
Additional support is provided by a Learning Support Coordinator
and a service agreement has been signed with the West Coast
Language Development Centre. A School Chaplain supports the
school's Pastoral Care and Values programs and includes
EdConnect, a school volunteer program.
Cooperative partnerships between families, staff and students
are the foundations on which the school is built. It is
strengthened by parent participation in their children's
education, which is actively encouraged. Committed to West
Balcatta Primary School are the motivated, active and progressive
School Board and Parents’ and Citizens' Association which are
continually demonstrative of our families as partners in
education.

Our Vision
West Balcatta Primary School’s dedicated and caring staff
use their professional expertise to deliver a current,
engaging and innovative curriculum that is respectful and
embracing of all cultures and considers the diverse needs
of students in a safe, inclusive setting. Our staff collaborate
regularly to ensure that high expectations for learning and
behaviour are achieved in order to develop each child’s
potential. We respect and value strong partnerships with
families and the wider community.

Student Attendance
Attendance rates at West Balcatta Primary School have
remained consistently above that of DoE schools across the state.
In 2019, this is the case for every year group, except the Year 2
cohort. Attendance rates have declined in Years 2, 4, 5 and 6,
which is disappointing to note, and is mostly due to families
taking extended holidays during the term.
Contact with caregivers and parents in relation to
non-attendance is a formalised and accountable process which
includes letters and phone calls and at times contact with the
North Metropolitan Regional Office. These processes will be
reviewed in 2020.

2019 Student Enrolments

Student Destination
In 2019, 64 Year 6 students graduated from West
Balcatta Primary School. The destination of these
students was as follows:

Destination

Students

Balcatta SHS

31

Servite College

8

Carine SHS

7

Newman College

6

Churchlands SHS

5

St Mary’s

1

Perth Modern

1

Bob Hawke College

1

Mercy College

1

Penhros College

1

John Forrest SHS

1

Unknown

1

Priority Area: English
2019 was a time for reflecting upon and analysing the practices of the English Operational Plan to determine what has worked in the past and
what is needed to enhance the English outcomes of our students. We continued to implement the Success Plan, aiming to achieve our Success
Targets by employing our Specific Strategies.
In consultation with the West Coast Language Development Centre (WCLDC), a whole-school approach to the teaching of Phonological
Awareness and Spelling continued, with staff collaboratively creating a Phonological Awareness and Spelling Teaching and Learning Sequence.
Based upon collected data, Intervention groups were formed to target students in need. The implementation of two-hour Literacy Blocks,
including Literature Based Units and Guided Reading, is to begin in 2020. Professional Learning in these areas has been undertaken by all
teaching staff. There has been a whole-school focus on the Explicit Teaching Model, with Peer Observations suggesting teachers’ preferred
strategies and practices are becoming more effective.
Formal collaboration was facilitated by the Deputy Principals. These sessions promote a common understanding of the content of the West
Australian Curriculum, collaborative year level planning, ongoing revision of teaching strategies and consistent judgement of student
performance using moderation practices. Collaborative groups have used the analysis of NAPLAN data to identify strengths and weaknesses to
form a basis for intervention programs, with staff of all year levels committed to addressing priority areas.
The student achievement targets for 2019 and our relative achievement by the end of 2019 was as listed in the table below.

TARGET
85% of Pre-Primary students will independently identify single letter-sound
links.
80% of Pre-Primary students will independently achieve ‘green’ scores for all
Identification, Blending and Segmenting tasks (for CCVC and CVCC words) in
the RAT-R.
60% of Year 1 students will achieve Level 7 or above in the Phonic Book
Diagnostic Assessment.
80% of Year 1 students will achieve Level 16 or above in the Dandelion
Reading Record.
80% of Year 2 students will achieve Level 21 or above in the PM Benchmark
Reading Assessment.
Year 3 and 5 Reading and Spelling NAPLAN achievement will be at or above that
which is expected of West Balcatta students.

OVERALL
ACHIEVEMENT
ACHIEVED
ACHIEVED
ACHIEVED
ACHIEVED
ACHIEVED
ACHIEVED

ACHIEVEMENT DETAILS
97% of Pre-Primary students made all single letter-sound links.
90% of Pre-Primary students independently achieved ‘green’ scores for all
Identification, Blending and Segmenting Tasks (for CCVC and CVCC words)
in the RAT-R.
65% of Year 1 students achieved Level 7 or above in the Phonic Book
Diagnostic Assessment.
88% of Year 1 students achieved Level 16 or above in the Dandelion
Reading Record.
87% of Year 2 students achieved Level 21 or above in the PM Benchmark
Reading Assessment.
In Reading and Spelling, both cohorts of Year 3 and 5 students have made
greater achievement than what was expected for our school.
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NAPLAN: Reading

West Balcatta Primary School

NAPLAN: Writing

Although West Balcatta Primary School has achieved NAPLAN
Reading results above those of ‘like’ schools in both Years 3 and
5, Year 5 students at West Balcatta are continuing to make
greater achievements each year in comparison to the Year 3
students, evidenced with a positive trend line. This year, our Year
5 cohort has made significant achievement greater than what
was expected for our school (Relative Assessment), after
consistently achieving below that which is expected for 5 years
previously. Next year, Year 3, 4 and 5 teachers will need to
ensure that programs cater for students who are high achievers
in Reading as our NAPLAN data evidences a number of students
who achieved Band 6-10. Teachers must give these students
opportunities to grow and develop in their Reading skills by being
challenged in class and not allowing these skills to plateau.

In 2019, both Year 3 and 5 cohorts achieved NAPLAN Writing
results above those of ‘like’ schools for the second year running.
Pleasingly, this is also the third year that both cohorts have
achieved above that which is expected for West Balcatta Primary
School. The Year 3 cohort in particular achieved an average test
score 25 points above that of ‘like’ schools. Our Year 3 and 5
students are continuing to make greater achievements each year,
evidenced with positive trend lines. 40% of our Year 3 students
actually achieved Band 6 and above in the 2019 Reading NAPLAN.
This is in comparison to 21% of Year 3 students in ‘like’ schools
and only 15% of the state. Again, Year 3, 4 and 5 teachers will
need to ensure these students who are achieving above the
satisfactory level are catered for in the learning area of Writing.

Annual report 2019
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NAPLAN: Spelling

NAPLAN: Grammar & Punctuation
Overall, Grammar and Punctuation was the NAPLAN test with
highest performance for Year 3 and lowest performance for Year 5
students in 2019. This is not only the case for 2019, but in fact has
been the case for NAPLAN data on average since 2014. In addition
to this, Grammar and Punctuation in 2019 is the only NAPLAN test
in which the Year 3s in 2017 demonstrated high achievement, but
low progress by the time they were tested again as Year 5s in
2019. This is a line of enquiry for West Balcatta as it needs to be
ascertained as to whether Year 3, 4 and 5 teachers in particular:
For the second year, West Balcatta Primary School outperformed
‘like’ schools in terms of students who scored in higher proficiency
bands. 34% and 41% of Year 3 students scored 478 or more
(≥Band 6) in 2018 and 2019 respectively, in comparison to only
26% and 29% for Year 3 students in ‘like’ schools. 53% and 52% of
Year 5 students scored 530 or more (≥Band 7) in 2018 and 2019
respectively, in comparison to only 38% and 41% for Year 5
students in ‘like’ schools. These exceptional results over the last
two years demonstrate the dedication teachers have to our whole
-school Phonics and Spelling program. West Balcatta has now
completed three years of working with the West Coast Language
Development Centre with a focus on Phonological Awareness
(particularly blending and segmenting for automaticity in
decoding), Spelling and Reading. Additionally, the staff have
collaboratively created a whole-school Phonological Awareness
and Spelling Teaching and Learning sequence. This ensures that
Phonological Awareness and Spelling are taught in a
research-based, cohesive and comprehensive approach across the
school.

 Understand the curriculum requirements for Grammar and
Punctuation

 Employ evidence-based teaching and assessment practices
that are considered best practice

 Collaborate and moderate within and across year levels to
utilise and share expertise in teaching and learning strategies
within the school and promote on-balance judgements
 Engage in Professional Learning that fosters a coordinated
approach to the teaching and learning of Grammar and
Punctuation, rather than focusing on a formal programed
resource
 Connect with outside professional networks where possible.
It is now evident that Grammar and Punctuation is a NAPLAN area
that the school needs to focus on.

West Balcatta Primary School
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Priority Area: Mathematics
To make further improvements in 2020, it is recommended that teachers continue to focus on using the Explicit Instruction Model for the
teaching of Maths concepts and ensure problem-solving strategies are a purposeful feature of Maths programs, to engage and challenge
students. Teachers are to continue providing the opportunity for Maths investigations.
Our whole-school program includes iMaths which provides differentiated learning tasks, including support, consolidation and extension.
Integrating IXL and Mathletics to support the teaching of concepts are an excellence resource for practising all Maths skills. Spending at
least one Collaboration session each term on planning real-life activities and assessing using the SCSA Curriculum and Judging Standards is
important.
Individual Education Programs will continue for those who have special needs including those of high-achieving students. Setting
individualised SMART goals each semester is also imperative. Communicating maths strategies and year level targets will continue on class
boards and in parent meetings. Maths activities may also be shared throughout the school community using Connect.
Concepts such as one-to-one correspondence, place value, time, money and measuring need to be reinforced through use of concrete
materials and real-life problem-solving to ensure we maintain NAPLAN Numeracy scores above those of ‘like’ schools and continue
value-adding.
TARGET
The Year 3 and 5 students will achieve an average NAPLAN Numeracy
score above those of like schools .

The Year 3 and 5 students will maintain NAPLAN Numeracy scores
above that which is expected of West Balcatta students each year.
The Year 5 stable NAPLAN cohort will demonstrate ‘high’ progress,
value adding to the ‘high’ achievement scored in Year 3.

OVERALL
ACHIEVEMENT
ACHIEVED

ACHIEVED

ACHIEVED

ACHIEVEMENT DETAILS
We have increased the difference between us and like schools and have
continued the upward trend. In both Year 3 and 5 we have a greater number of
students in ‘high’ achievement bands compared to ‘like’ schools. We also have
marginally fewer students in the ‘lower’ achievement bands.
WBPS has achieved this target by increasing the NAPLAN scores above what is
expected, with an upward trend longitudinally.
48% of students in Year 5 achieved ‘moderate’ progress and 36% achieved
‘high’-‘very high’ progress in the NAPLAN data, whencompared to their scores
in Year 3. Only 17% made ‘low’ progress. This demonstrates that we are
value-adding to Year 3 results.

NAPLAN: Numeracy
The NAPLAN results for Numeracy demonstrated that both the Year 3 and 5 cohorts achieved above those of ‘like’ schools in 2019. Our
Year 5 students, in particular, are continuing to make greater achievements each year, evidenced by a significantly positive trend line.
62% of Year 3 students scored 426 or more (≥Band 5), in comparison to only 51% and only 38% for Year 3 students in ‘like’ and schools
across the state respectively. It noted that there are some discrepancies between NAPLAN achievement and grade distribution for Year 3
students. Teachers in the early years to Year 3 will need to ensure that students who are achieving above ‘Satisfactory’ in Mathematics
are catered for appropriately, with problem-based/real-life activities, open-ended questioning and investigations to allow for
opportunities to demonstrate knowledge, skills and understandings that are required for A and B grade distribution.

Priority Area: Student Services
WBPS continues to implement PALS: Play and Learning to Socialise, Aussie Optimism and Safe4Kids Protective Behaviours Program. These
programs, along with results from our Student Voice Survey, guided our whole-school Values Program.
Students identified as at ‘educational risk’ were supported in classrooms with a range of documented plans implemented by teachers, and
several received small-group intervention and support from Education Assistants. Many of these students performed well in 2019 NAPLAN,
and were subsequently moved to ‘Maintenance’ to be closely monitored in 2020.
Nine staff members attended the Positive Schools Conference, and learned about evidence-based solutions and strategies, and personal
stories and experiences. As a Positive School, we actively prioritise and support the wellbeing, engagement and social emotional learning of
every member of our school community.
Year 3 and 5 students took part in our annual Student Voice Survey. The following percentage of students answered ‘All’ or ‘Most of the Time’
to the following statements:
 I know that I can do good work
95%
(87% in 2018)
 I try my best at school
98%
(96% in 2018)
 My family and the school work together to help me learn
94%
(76% in 2018)
 I have friends to play with at recess and lunch time
96%
(90% in 2018)
 My teacher cares about me
92%
(87% in 2018)
Students also agreed with the following statements:
 I don’t give up when things are hard
 We learn about understanding our feelings
 I know what to do when I have uncomfortable feelings
 We learn about making friends
 I have at least one friend at school who cares about me

95%
98%
96%
92%
95%

(93% in 2018)
(94% in 2018)
(93% in 2018)
(86% in 2018)
(90% in 2018)

Further analysis of the data will guide our values program and support for small groups and individuals in 2020. Identified areas to focus on
are: getting along with one another, use of the Buddy Bench, supporting all students to feel safe at school, ensuring staff members know their
students well and creating a strong sense of belonging for students.
TARGET
More than 90% of students will state in the annual Student Voice
Survey that there is an adult in the school who knows them well.
In the National School Opinion Survey, more than 80% of parents
will state that they perceive behaviour at West Balcatta Primary
School to be well managed.
Student attendance will be 94.4% or above, as evidenced by
Student Attendance Reporting.

Greater than 85% of Year 3 students will be above the National
Minimum Standard in all NAPLAN-tested areas.
Greater than 75% of Year 5 students will be above the National
Minimum Standard in all NAPLAN-tested areas.

OVERALL
ACHIEVEMENT
NOT ACHIEVED
AWAITING
RESULTS

NOT ACHIEVED

ACHIEVED
ACHIEVED

ACHIEVEMENT DETAILS
Only 85% of students in Years 3 and 5 stated that there is an adult in the school who
knows them well. This will be addressed through the values program in 2020.
This target was set to improve upon 2019 results. The survey will be conducted again in
2020, Achievement details will be published in the 2020 Annual Report.
The whole-school attendance figure for 2019 is 93.92%, which is slightly below last year’s
rate of 94.4%. In 2020, the school will continue to work to reduce the number of
Unauthorised Absences through regular communication with families in addition to the
number of holidays taken by families during the term.
More than 92% of 2019 Year 3 students achieved results above the National Minimum
Standard in all NAPLAN tested areas.
More than 85% of 2019 Year 5 students achieved results above the National Minimum
Standard in all NAPLAN tested areas.
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Humanities & Social Sciences (HASS)
The topics of Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business,
History and Geography are taught with the intention of
developing a student’s ability to question, think critically, make
decisions based on evidence, devise proposals for actions, and
communicate effectively. These are all skills that develop a
broader understanding of the world in which we live and how
people can participate as active and informed citizens in the 21st
century.
In 2019, teachers attended Professional Learning to further
develop their teaching and assessment skills in the learning area
of HASS. This will assist inmeeting goals within our School Plan to
ensure our grade distribution is in line with that of ‘like’ and
other Department of Education schools across the state. In 2018,
most year levels were close to achieving this goal with
Pre-primary and Year 4 achieving it.
Students in Years 4 to 6 once again attended excursions related
to their year level HASS Curriculum:
 Year 4 - Kings Park Rio Tinto Naturescape and the
interactive educational presentation, From Firesticks to
Fireworks (based on the West Australian History
Curriculum)
 Year 5 Fremantle Prison
 Year 6 Parliament House, Constitutional Centre and
Electoral Commission
Delivery of the HASS Curriculum has been supported with funding
expended on a variety of resources such as History Activity Boxes,
maps and world globes for use in classrooms, fiction and
non-fiction books for the Library and a membership to the
National Museum of Australia

West Balcatta Primary School

Languages: Italian
Language-learning builds upon students’ intercultural
understanding and sense of identity as they are encouraged to
explore and recognise their own linguistic, social and cultural
practices and identities as well as those associated with speakers
of the language being learnt. In 2019, the Languages curriculum
was fully implemented in Years 3-6.
Year 3 students interacted with others using simple descriptive or
expressive modelled language and gestures, to exchange
information about friends and family members. This knowledge
was then transferred and integrated into Digital Technologies
using the app My Create to make a short animated movie. The
Year 4 students exchanged information about aspects of their
personal worlds, including their daily routines at home at school
and interests. They used songs to learn about definite articles and
enjoyed performing for the school at the Music Showcase. In Year
5, the students used descriptive and expressive language to
exchange information about their home and local community.
They made models of their homes and wrote an advertisement
for their homes to go on the market and enjoyed using Quizizz to
challenge each other on their understandings. The Year 6
students used context-related vocabulary to develop and apply
grammatical elements in simple spoken and written texts for a
range of purposes. They created Carnevale masks after gathering
information. The students also learnt the story of Goldilocks and
the Three Bears in Italian which was performed at the Music
Showcase. This year, the school subscribed to Language Nut for
the Year 5 and 6 students to use at home and in the classroom to
reinforce learning.
Once again Parent Open Night attracted a huge audience to the
Italian room with many parents enjoying the pizza provided and
giving positive feedback. The comprehensive program and rich
learning environment has continued to fulfil the overall aim of
developing enthusiasm and passion about learning another
language at West Balcatta.

Science
The 2019 Science Operational Plan was developed in consultation with staff from the Science Learning Area Team. Our
Science focus continues to link to a ‘Sustainability’ theme, whereby weekly Waterwise and Wastewise announcements are
made by the Student Parliamentarians and supported by our Values Program.
Our Wastewise program has included the the school’s Worm Farm continuing to be cared for by the Year 5 Sustainability
Team and Mess-Less Monday receiving an upgrade to its reward system. Students now receive a plastic, reusable token that
is added to their ‘Block’ score, and counted at the end of half term. The winning Block then receives the ‘Top Banana
Award’, with classrooms within the winning block awarded a ‘Top Banana Trophy’.
Science in 2019 was taught both through stand-alone lessons, as well as integration into other learning areas, particularly
English, Maths, and Design and Technologies. Learning Science in this manner ensures students better see where and how
Science fits into our world. Science investigations, particularly in the upper year levels, allow students to learn in real life
situations such as creating electronic games, testing which liquids cause the most corrosion and which environment causes
the fastest growth of mould. Many of these investigations were displayed in classrooms at Parent Open Night for viewing by
visitors.
Our aim is that student achievement data for the school is in line with that of ‘like’ and other Department of Education
schools across the state. At the conclusion of 2019, the desired result was achieved in Pre-Primary and Years 2, 3, 4 and 5
with Years 1 and 6 close to achieving the goal.
The purchase of more Science resources such as model planets, tectonic plate maps, consumables, to allow for
investigations to be completed, and the incubation and hatching of chicken eggs also extended students learning by
providing hands on opportunities for them to participate in.

Health & Physical Education
The key objectives of the Health & Physical Education program are to provide students with an understanding of health concepts in
addition to the skills and strategies needed for confident participation in sport and recreation activities. The Physical Education Specialist works
to develop all students’ fundamental movement and game skills by combining individual movement and object control skills with modern
games and sports.
The Year 5 and 6 students again competed in the Winter Interschool Sporting Competition that culminated in the Winter Carnival, in which
both of our soccer teams finished runners-up. Our A Division netball team also won the tournament for the first time. The B and C Division
netball teams also finished runners-up, which was a fantastic improvement on our 2018 results. West Balcatta Primary School was the
organising school for the soccer component of the Winter Carnival. We received excellent feedback from the participating schools on our
successful organisation of the competition.
West Balcatta entered two teams in the all-girls Freo Dockers Cup AFL tournament held at Kingsley Oval during Term 2. This was the first time a
girl-only AFL team had been entered by West Balcatta, and our team did an amazing job against schools who have been regulars at this
tournament.
The Faction Athletics Carnival was another successful day. This year, electronic timing gates were used for the running events and this helped
speed up the running of the events and the accuracy of the results. This event was followed by the Interschool Athletics Carnival. The two days
of the event were greeted with excellent feedback from all the participating schools.
Running Club continued on Wednesday mornings, with this year’s focus being on simply getting outside and being active rather than running
fast and becoming fitter. With this renewed focus, the club averaged more than 60 students and 10 parents making their way around the
500m circuit every week. This is an increase of nearly 30 students every week. To help promote the relaxed, but active, nature of the morning
and to get more students and parents involved, a coffee van attended every session during first semester. This was a great success.
The focus for 2020 will be on improving the students’ Fundamental Movement and Game Play Skills, as well as the sportsmanship of
students.

WBPS Choir
At West Balcatta, students in Years 4 to 6 are given the opportunity to join the
school choir. Numbers were steady from 2018, with 69 students joining the
choir in 2019. Many of the students are in Year 4, with numbers decreasing in
Year 5 and Year 6 as increased opportunities and responsibilities become
available to these students.
The choir rehearses weekly for 40 minutes before school and performed at the
Anzac Day Ceremony, One Big Voice at Perth Arena in August, WBPS Performing
Arts Showcase in Term 4 and Year 6 Graduation. The One Big Voice performance
was the highlight of the year for the choir and for both Holly Lapping (Year 6),
who was selected as part of a solo vocal group and Serena Alvaro (Year 6), who
was selected for a compere role. A small number of choir students also
volunteered their time to perform on a Saturday for the Grand Opening of ‘Pia’s
Place Nature Playspace’ at Whiteman Park.

The Arts: Visual Arts
All Year 1 – 6 students participated in Visual Arts lessons with a specialist
teacher in 2019. Students revisited the ‘Elements of Art’ (line, shape,
colour space, texture, value and form) and learnt how various
artists use these elements in different ways in their artworks. Our students
also became increasingly familiar with the ‘Principles of Design’ (contrast,
unity, balance, emphasis, movement and pattern) and tried to recognise
these in their own art and that of famous artists. Students identified a
variety of Elements of Art and how they were used to achieve Design
Principles. Students continued developing the ability to look with curiosity
and concentration at qualities of line, shape, texture and colour in their
surroundings and in the work of artists with a view to develop their own
artistic potential and enjoyment. Opportunities were given for students to
plan their work in order to achieve uniqueness and individuality of design,
to demonstrate craftsmanship and to explain the artistic process. In order
to engage, inspire and teach art with age-appropriate techniques and
subjects, lessons gained inspiration from many a famous artist,
process, medium, style and/or subject.
During lessons, students were required to demonstrate and apply their
understanding of a concept being taught, to follow instructions, and to use
and develop problem-solving and creative thinking.
Students in Years 5 and 6 were invited to participate in the Balcatta Senior
High School 2019 Art Competition. The theme was ‘Portraiture’. They were
required to create a portrait of a real or imagined character. Choices had
to be made about drawing in either a realistic or abstract style. Decisions
had to be made about facial proportions, hair and facial features,
background and colouring and choice of more than one medium. This was
a long process which produced many varied end results and no two art
works were alike. Five students received awards including the BSHS
Principal’s Award and 59 entries were displayed with those of four other
schools at Balcatta Senior High School.
In Visual Arts education, language is vitally important in stimulating ideas
and recalling experiences so that students’ ideas are vividly presented
when trying to express them visually. Being able to talk about art is also an
essential part of the child’s development in art and therefore is a constant
and consistent concern in the planning and implementing of the visual arts
program.

The Arts: Music
Music has the capacity to engage, entertain, challenge, inspire and empower students. Studying music stimulates imaginative and innovative
responses, critical thinking and aesthetic understanding, and encourages students to reach their creative and expressive potential. Music exists
distinctively in every culture and is a basic expression of human experience. Students' active participation in music, individually and
collaboratively, draws on their own traditions and life experiences.
Music continues to flourish at West Balcatta. During weekly Music lessons, students in Years 1 to 6 are given the opportunity to express
themselves through movement and dance, group and individual performances, composition, singing, musical theory, percussion
performances and many other activities. It is through these activities that the Arts outcomes of Making and Responding are achieved.
All students in Years 3 to 6 participated in recorder lessons as part of their weekly Music lessons. This resulted in 240 students performing a
number of pieces as a combined recorder ensemble at the WBPS Performing Arts Showcase, giving purpose to weekly lessons. In addition to
these performances, all Instrumental Music School Services (IMSS) students performed at the WBPS Performing Arts Showcase, allowing the
students to experience a public performance. Selected students in Year 5 commenced beginner Flute, Clarinet and Classical Guitar tuition in
2019, while selected students in Year 6 commenced their second year of tuition. Provided, are instrumental tutors for each instrument. Five
students in each instrumental year group are selected and provided with group lessons for 30 minutes each week.
During Term 4, Year 6 students participated in weekly dance lessons for 8 weeks, which culminated in the Year 6 Graduation Dance at the end
of the year.

Kindergarten and Pre-Primary
In 2019, the Early Childhood Centre consisted of 3 Pre-Primary classes and 3 Kindergarten classes. Early childhood staff worked collaboratively
to share their expertise, further develop their knowledge on early childhood education and to provide common learning experiences for all
children. The National Quality Standards and Early Years Learning Framework underpins the teaching and learning programs for all
Kindergarten and Pre-Primary children. Staff aim to provide high quality, purposeful, play-based learning experiences across the early
childhood classrooms.
This year, Kindergarten students participated in a wide variety of learning experiences based on the Early Years Learning Framework and
Kindergarten Guidelines. The range of activities aimed to support literacy, numeracy, physical, social and emotional development. Our literacy
focus was on the Letters and Sounds program and the Diana Rigg Oral Language Comprehension resource. Throughout the year we explored
many themes including All About Me, People in our Community, Under the Sea, Lifecycles, NAIDOC and Seasons (including the Aboriginal
Noongar seasons). We discussed celebrations including Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Easter and Christmas. Children participated in Messy Play
Day, a Book Week dress up day and an incursion with St John Ambulance. Morning teas with families were had, along with the annual Easter
Egg hunt.
In Pre-Primary, curriculum outcomes were met through themes including, All About Me and My Family, Zoo Animals, Farm to Table, Fairy
Tales, Australiana and Celebrations. Many themes culminated with a special day or celebrations such as 100 Days of School celebration, Book
Week and NAIDOC. In Literacy, Pre-Primary teachers continued to implement a Synthetic Phonics approach towards teaching all areas of
phonemic awareness and Talk for Writing. Both have proven to be very successful. In Term 1, our oral language/comprehension homework
program was implemented. In Term 2, Pre-Primary teachers presented an information session for parents on how to help children get the
most out of the home-reading program and following this, phonic readers were sent home for daily reading.
As part of the Health Education program, children participated in incursions for bike safety, water safety and first aid. Teachers used the
Safe4Kids program to teach Protective Behaviours and Constable Care performed a puppet show to reinforce what was being taught in classrooms. Pre-Primary students were also involved in specialist classes for Physical Education. During Digital Technologies, children explored and
experimented with iPad apps to create a movie and experimented with robotics. In Science, the concepts of Living Things, Weather,
Materials and Objects on the Move were covered, and enjoyed an interactive visit from Scitech.
Throughout the year, Early Childhood Centre students have had wonderful opportunities to explore our nature playground ‘The Backyard’, and
enjoyed participating in Loose Parts Play where they have been free to explore, create and experiment with all kinds of repurposed objects
and materials. They have had access to water for messy mud and water play. When the weather permitted, teachers provided indoor/outdoor
play spaces to complement their learning programs. In 2020, Kindergarten and Pre-Primary teachers will continue to focus on providing our
children with play-based learning experiences which will include the trial of the play-based Walker Learning Approach in the Pre-Primary.
Funds from the Early Childhood budget will be spent on purchasing resources to support the Walker pedagogy as well as adding to and
updating resources that encourage oral language, fine and gross motor skills and sensory play.
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Chaplaincy Program
During 2019, the Chaplain focused on the wellbeing of students, parents and staff within the school community. The
Chaplain helps to support, mentor, encourage and empower students, staff and families by providing pastoral care. Social
and emotional needs of the school community were addressed in a formal yet relaxed setting.
The Chaplaincy Program supported 85 students on a ‘one-to-one’ basis. The students, teachers and parents have utilised
the Chaplain to provide support for anxiety, grief and loss, family separation, and friendship issues. The Chaplaincy Program
focus for 2020 is to develop a program for students whose families are experiencing some form of separation. It is hoped
the program will provide strategies and tips for students to cope with the separation as well as assist them to be
understanding, resilient and supportive.
The Chaplaincy Program operates two days per week. Attending carnivals, assemblies and visiting classes are all features of
the program. The program has helped to build rapport with students, staff and parents, and has given support to students
whilst they navigate their way through school.
The school Chaplain also coordinates EdConnect. In this intergenerational program, volunteer mentors from the local
community visit the school to support students on a ‘one-to-one’ basis. This ‘service’ encourages children to achieve their
full potential by developing and improving life skills and their quality of life. The school currently has three mentors who are
greatly appreciated by the students they work with as well as by the staff.

Partnerships with Families
In 2019, West Balcatta transitioned to Independent Public School status.
This required the existing School Council to become the School Board.
Monthly meetings are attended by the Principal and parent
representatives of the School Board who are nominated and
subsequently elected by a secret ballot election. This took place in early
2019. There are also three staff members and three community
members.
Functions and Roles include:
 Endorsing the school budget for 2019 and the Contributions and
Charges for 2020
 Examining data pertaining to attendance and behaviour, On-Entry
Assessment, NAPLAN, National School Opinion Surveys, Australian
Early Development Census, the National Quality Standard and the
Student Voice Survey
A committed and hard-working P&C Committee continues to support the
school through volunteering and fundraising. This year, the P&C has
helped to fund the carpeting of several classrooms, along with purchases
of books and programs to support the school’s priority areas of English
and Mathematics.
A Parent Open Night was held on Wednesday 11 September, with great
attendance and success. Across the school, over 90% of students were
represented by at least one family member. Classrooms, learning areas
and students’ work were on display for visitors to view. The involvement
of parents and families in the education of their children is a key
contributor to the high regard in which the school and its staff are held.
Many parents took the opportunity to enjoy their children’s learning
journey and stay for dinner and an opportunity to meet up with other
parents. Feedback, both on the night and in subsequent days and weeks
following, was overwhelmingly positive, highlighting the continued strong
relationship between the school and its community.
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Behaviour Management
The Student Behaviour Policy is aligned with the Department of Education policy.
During 2019, this brought the concept of ‘Good Standing’ into play, following direction from the Minister for Education. West Balcatta
PS has formed a Behaviour Committee to oversee the implementation of Good Standing within the requirements of the current policy,
and its implications for the smooth running of the school and behaviour management in general. Changes to the school’s policy which
include Good Standing will be put to the School Board early in 2020 for ratification.
In the 2019 Student Voice Survey, 100% of students surveyed responded positively to the statement, “I know how I should behave at
school.”
In the same survey, only 80% thought that the behaviour of students was ‘Excellent’ or ‘OK’.
Also during 2019, teaching staff were asked to be more vigilant in recording incidents of negative behaviour via Integris (the school’s
software program), in order to construct a clearer picture of the types of behaviour which, in the past, may only have been apparent
to Administration or a class or duty teacher directly involved. This has resulted in an overall increase in the number of ‘negative’ incidents reported to 22, which can be broken down as follows:
 6 incidents of physical aggression towards another student
 4 incidents of abuse or threats towards other students
 1 incident of damage to property
 8 incidents of breaching classroom rules
 1 incident of inappropriate language towards a staff member
 2 incidents of low level conduct regarded as ‘Other’
In a school of over 480 students, this is a
significantly small number of incidents over the
course of a year. It is also worth noting that the vast
majority of students consistently display positive
behaviours which are recognised in a variety of
ways throughout the school.
In 2019, the rewards and incentives for positive
behaviours were refreshed. The ‘Doing It Right’ slips
were replaced with ‘VOLTs’ (Values of Life Tokens)
and an element of competition was introduced to
include the ‘High Voltage Classroom’ awards for
classes displaying the most positive behaviours.
These behaviours are recognised at assemblies,
alongside individual Certificates of Recognition and
Values Certificates, as well as the more low-key
raffle tickets and individual classroom rewards.
On a day-to-day basis the school has staff members
with strong behaviour management skills, including
reflection and restorative practices, in addition to
de-escalation, redirection and reinforcement
strategies. Reflections on behaviour are now
handled more consistently by Administration, out of
‘public’ view with a focus not only on ‘what
happened’ but also ‘what happens next’.
One area which remains a focus for the school is
that of continuous maintenance of relationships
between the school and parents with regards to
behaviour incidents and how they are managed.
More home-school communication is required in
some cases, but in general the school enjoys the
support of the majority of the parent body.
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2019 Budget
Locally Generated Revenue - Budget vs Actual

Locally Generated Revenue - Budget vs Actual
$26,003
$26,003

Transfer from Reserve or DGR

$26,511
$26,273

Other Revenues
$3,287
$3,287

Revenue from Co, Regional Office and Other Schools

$1,000
$1,000

Other State Govt/Local Govt Revenues

$0
$0

Commonwealth Govt Revenues

$24,967
$22,240

Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships
$13,316
$12,120

Fees from Facilities Hire

$46,802
$46,395

Charges and Fees
$19,903
$19,740

Voluntary Contributions
$0

$10,000
Actual

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

Budget

Goods and Services Expenditure - Budget vs Actual

Goods and Services Expenditure - Budget vs
Actual
200000
$167,613
$164,351
$157,155
175000
$140,565
150000
125000
$93,051
100000
$67,988
75000
$31,157
$27,168
$28,969
50000
$19,112
$13,757
$1,855
$11,916
25000
$0 $0 $300$303
$1,855
0

Budget

Actual

Cash Position

Voluntary Contributions and Charges
Collection statistics for School Charges and Contributions reveals
the following receivables data:
 81.62% of Year 1-6 Contributions collected
 85.14% of Pre-Primary Contributions collected
 86.44% of Kindergarten Contributions collected.
This is a decrease from Voluntary Contributions collected in 2018.

Made up of:
General Fund Balance

$97, 094.20

Deductible Gift Funds

-

Trust Funds

$83, 062.27

Suspense Accounts

($4, 171.47)

Cash Advances

Total bad debts written off for the year: N/A
Total assets/resources written off for the year: $0
Financial Summary as at 31 December 2019

-

Asset Replacement Reserves

Tax Position
TOTAL BANK BALANCE

($2, 181.00)
$173, 804.00

Focus for Improvement 2020
 Continue to implement and regularly review the School Self-Assessment Framework according to the various domains for school
improvement. The recommendations from the School Self-Assessment are acted upon.

 Generate a new West Balcatta Primary School Success Plan and update Operational Plans accordingly, implementing these in classrooms









and throughout the school. Evidence of this will be seen in planning and assessment documents through Performance Development
processes.
Attendance and behaviour targets are set and processes for non-attendance, lateness and misbehaviour are maintained along with
recognition measures for excellence, including that of Kindergarten students.
Review the Behaviour Policy to ensure it is aligned with the requirements of the Department of Education, including ’Good Standing’ and a
ban on Mobile Phones. Review the Students at Educational Risk Policy.
Implement two-hour Literacy Blocks in Pre-Primary to Year 6, which include Literature Based Units and Guided Reading
Year 1-6 curriculum instruction to be conducted by Specialist Teachers in the areas of Music, Visual Arts, Physical Education, HASS (Years 1
and 2) and Languages (Italian - Years 3 to 6).
Utilise support from the WCLDC, as per the Service Agreement signed late 2018 for 2019.
Continue Values Education; reviewing student values, self-esteem and attitudes to school, utilising data collected in 2019 and whole-school
programs such as Aussie Optimism and Safe4Kids.
Maintain the school’s status as an Asthma Friendly and Waterwise school.
Plan the promotion of West Balcatta Primary School's new IPS status; ascertain how greater family and community engagement may be
created; and, with school personnel the single greatest influence on student development and achievement, align recruitment processes
with staff who support our vision and philosophy.

West Balcatta Primary School
215 Cedric Street Balcatta WA 6021
9260 2500
westbalcatta.ps@education.wa.edu.au

