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Principal ‘s Introduction
The 2019 Palmyra Primary School Annual Report provides
the community with specific information in both academic
and non‐academic performance areas. The report provides
evidence of the schools’ progress against the priorities in
our 2019 School Plan. The plan communicates our strategic
direction to staff, parents and community.
At Palmyra Primary School, we aspire to work
collaboratively with the community to provide a safe,
supportive and rich learning environment, with high quality
education and opportunities for students to fulfil their
social, emotional and academic potential. The staff at the
school are committed to a practice of high performance
and high care.
We strive to provide an environment where care and
development of each and every student is paramount to
success. By ensuring student wellbeing and a sense of
belonging, our actions are designed to set conditions for
successful learning for our students from the beginning of
their schooling to their transition to adult life.
The success of Palmyra Primary School is due to the outstanding efforts of our whole school community.
The staff and parents work in a partnership to deliver the best educational opportunities for each child.
The school continues its focus on achieving a high level of academic performance against like schools in
the National Assessment Program ‐ Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) in 2019.
The school acknowledges the departure of principal, Hugh McCracken after twelve years and looks
forward to the appointment of a new permanent principal who will commence in term two 2020.
Gary Stenhouse
Principal
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School Council Report
The Palmyra Primary School Council plays an important role in contributing to school governance and its
functions are covered by legislation that include both approval and advisory roles.
The School Council consist of mum's, dad's and guardians with children currently enrolled at Palmyra
Primary, keen on giving back to the school community through support to Principal Leadership Team
and Teacher Representatives. Parent representatives are the voice of the school community,
representing all parents’ interests with the goal of contributing to the enhancement of outcomes for
Pally Students.
During 2019 some of the matters the Palmyra Primary School Council contributed to include:








2020‐2022 School Business Plan
Financial Budgeting
Books lists & fees and charges
NAPLAN results review
Classroom technology
Transition of Out of School Hours Care to C‐Verse
School Policy review (including complaints handling, attendance, assessment & reporting, wet weather,
mobile devise, sun policy, anaphylaxis etc)

The Council provides recommendations, with the Principal ultimately responsible for ensuring that
decisions adhere to State legislative and Department of Education WA policy requirements.
During Term 4 a call for nominations for the 2020 School Council representatives was published in the
school newsletter. In 2020 the School Council consists of 6 parents, 2 staff members, one Deputy
Principal and the Principal of the School.
Parent Representatives
Shandel Coleman, Mark Davis, Matt Forbes (chair), Dianne McLean, Nichola Middlemiss,
James Russell (secretary)

School Representatives
Jade Elvin, Jessica Arthur, Principal (previously Hugh McCracken, interim Gary Stenhouse), Jayne
Isherwood

The Principal regularly seeks the advice of Council to understand local community views and incorporate
these into strategic business plans and policy. The Council does not intervene in the day to day control
or management of the school. This is the role of the Principal. The Council also works closely with the
P&C leadership team to support initiatives throughout the year.
The Council normally meets twice a term, usually during weeks 4 & 8. It welcomes the input and
participation of the broader community. If you have a particular query, please contact the school office
who will be able to direct you to the appropriate School Council contact.
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Parents & Citizens' Association Report
My first year as the P&C President went so fast and I learned so
much more about School than I ever thought possible! It was so
important to learn what previous years of the P&C had achieved, to
bring us to where we are now – with a brilliant Canteen providing
healthy and delicious homemade food for our students, a Farmers
Market that provides funds for our important Kitchen Garden
Programme at Pally and keeping our students well dressed as our
Uniform Shop continues to service the school community. We also
make sure everyone has their Entertainment Books, School Banking
covered and the School Scholastic Book Club is in at least its 10th
Year!
From a fundraising perspective our School Choir looked very
professional in their School Choir Uniforms at the Mass Choir event
in September 2019. We’ll be looking to expand the Uniform for
Band members in 2020. We provided funds to pay for new outdoor
blinds for the Kindy Rooms which has doubled their teaching area
come rain or shine.
We’ve also helped out School by providing extra funds towards purchasing a Defibrillator for the
Community, topping up the Shade Sail grant for the School playgrounds, matched the donation for pre‐
primary outdoor toys and gave some well‐deserved funds for the Toilet Door project which will be
completed soon! Our Canteen got a new Pie Warmer for all those party pies we sell on a Friday and the
Library was given $2500 towards new books.
Our Events continue to be well received so thank you to everyone who makes an effort to attend.
Whether it’s the Easter Raffle, volunteering at sausage sizzles, help run the School Disco, buying an
Entertainment book – the list goes on! Overall the P&C raised $33,000 in 2019 which is an outstanding
effort!!
We’re always looking for new members to help diversify the inputs at our P&C Meetings so we make
sure we’re hearing the ‘real’ voice of Pally parents and the wider community. Make sure you check out
the dates and times of our Meetings – we’d love to see you.
We have a few projects underway for 2020 and hope to see you at a P&C event soon.
Emma Greene
P&C President
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Partnerships
Chaplaincy at Palmyra PS 2019
The Chaplaincy position was 2 days per week and continued to be filled by Anni Crouch. The role has
been to provide pastoral care for students needing support, referred by themselves, parents or
teachers, and social/emotional education. Pastoral care was provided through one‐on‐one meetings
and occasional small groups and incidental conversations in the playground or classrooms. Social and
emotional programs were run in classes during Health Yr 2‐5s, covering aspects of understanding
emotions in themselves and others, handling big emotions, friendship, conflict resolution and bullying.
Leadership training was done with Yr 6s, handling grief and loss with a Yr 3/4 class. Aussie of the Month
presentations at assemblies were used to promote friendship, citizenship and values.

OneTree c‐Verse Palmyra
Palmyra PS has developed strong partnership with One Tree c‐Verse Palmyra who lease an area on the
school site and provide out‐of‐school care. This was negotiated a number of years ago to ensure our
families could have access to care facilities that linked closely with the school and is only available to
students from our school. The partnership allows local parents to see the links with the school.

Riverside Education Network
The membership of the Riverside Network consists of Principals from Attadale PS ‐ Bicton PS ‐ East
Fremantle PS‐ John Curtin College of the Arts ‐ Kardinya PS ‐ Melville PS ‐ Melville Senior High School–
North Fremantle PS ‐ Palmyra PS ‐ Richmond PS‐ Caralee CS.
The Riverside Network pursues excellence and differentiated curriculum by strengthening teaching and
learning programmes to cater for all students within the network, through collaborative leadership
within our schools. We all share responsibility in developing our network of schools and increasing the
retention of students in public schools.
A distributed leadership model has been adopted by the Network. Network Coordinators and School
Leaders will meet to coordinate network activities at the last meeting of each year or early in the new
year.

In June 2019, our staff joined staff from other schools in our network for a half day of
professional learning at schools within the network.
School of Instrumental Music (SIM)
The Instrumental School Services (IMSS) continued to offer an extensive peripatetic music program to
44 of our students in Year 5 and Year 6. The instruments in this program included brass, clarinet, flute,
guitar and percussion.
This enables our students to showcase their skills through school events and also allows our students to
transition their instrumental skills through to high school.
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Kindy and Pre‐Primary Speech Project
In 2019 Palmyra Primary School Early Childhood staff partnered with the Fremantle Language
Development Centre and Curtin University Speech Development Team in a program to enhance
student’s language learning and to build staff skills in teaching in this area.
Each week throughout the second semester a team of 5 Curtin University Speech Pathology Students
and a Speech Pathologist came to the school and worked with the students in Kindergarten and Pre‐
primary either individually, in small groups or as a whole class. Staff were able to observe the lessons
and resources were made available for future use.
Several parent workshops were undertaken to assist parents in supporting their children in their
language development. Teaching staff and Education Assistants also were provided with further training
to support their program implementation.

School Dental Service
The School Dental Service is a public health program which provides free general dental care to students
who attend a Western Australian Department of Education recognised school and are aged 5 to 16 years
or eligible until the end of year 11.
The service is provided by dental therapists and dentists who are registered with the Dental Board of
Australia. There is a strong emphasis on prevention, oral health education and early intervention.
Palmyra Dental Therapy Centre treats children enrolled with the School Dental Service. Palmyra Primary
School has a Dental Therapy Centre on site. Five feeder primary schools, including Bicton, East
Fremantle, Richmond, St Patricks and Our Lady of Fatima Primary Schools and additionally enrolled high
school students attend this Clinic.
The Dental Clinic is open Monday to Friday 8 am to 4pm. Our contact number is 9339 4868 or
alternatively our email is palmyradtc@dental.health.wa.gov.au.

The City of Melville
Our school continues to foster and cherish links with the City of Melville.
The City of Melville collaborated with us to improve the parking around the school thus improving
parent access to our school.
Each year one of the librarians comes out and introduces our 4 year olds to the City Library by providing
them with a Better Beginnings bag.
As mentioned previously our school also values the author sessions offered to classes during Children’s
Book week.
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Community Health Nurse in Our School

The Community Health Nurses work in our school to promote healthy development and wellbeing so
students may reach their full potential.
We have a School Level Agreement which is negotiated between the School Health Nurse and the
Principal to guide service delivery at individual schools.
A major part of the work is focussed on early intervention and the School Entry Health Assessment
program (SEHA). This universal screening program is for every child during the first year of school and
aims to detect problems with hearing, vision, growth and development and any other health and
wellbeing issues which are of concern for parents and teachers. There was a very good uptake by
parents of the School Entry Health Assessments in 2019 and support by teachers.
Community Health Nurses serve as a health contact point for children and their families, providing
information, targeted health assessments when a parent or teacher has a concern for a child and may
be involved in counselling and referral.
Nurses support school staff and parents in developing health care plans for students with complex
health needs and are available to support and offer resource for teachers in health related curriculum.

Reconciliation Action Plan
Kaya! 2019 was Palmyra Primary School’s first year of having a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)
committee. It is made up of parents, community members and staff. We worked on the RAP and made it
a priority to have a Welcome to Country at both our Reconciliation and NAIDOC assemblies. Both
assemblies were well received by the community, especially our giant Aboriginal flag created by all the
student’s hands which was displayed on the oval. We successfully applied for and received Partnership
Acceptance Learning Sharing (PALS) grant funding for Noongar Language signs to go up around the
school, keep your eyes peeled for those in 2020. We look forward to moving our RAP from its draft stage
to the official Narragunnawali national RAP website.
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2019 Performance Summary
School Priorities 2019

English

From the analysis of the 2018 NAPLAN results the following areas were identified as
being areas of focus for 2019.
 Reading and Viewing: ‐planning which includes developing reading strategies,
responding to and justifying responses to texts.
 Reading and Writing: ‐classroom teaching to include an increased focus on word
processing, vocabulary, spelling, punctuation and sentence structure.

Reading

We are sitting above WA schools in both Year 3 and 5.

Year 3

Year 5

•

•

•

The relative trajectory is similar but positive to
that of like schools.
Reading is at like schools and given the
reclassification is cause for celebration.

•

The school performance is sitting below like
schools.
Performance over time is decreasing in the Year 5
cohort.
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Writing

Year 3

Year 5

•

•
•

The relative trajectory is better to that of like
schools.
The performance sits similar to like schools.
PPS student longitudinal trajectory sound.

•
•

The performance is sitting just below like schools.
The general performance trajectory over time is is
relatively positive in the Year 5 cohort.

Spelling

Year 3

Year 5

•
•

•

There is general improvement over time.
PPS student sit at like schools.

•

The performance is slightly sitting below like
schools.
The general performance over time is relatively
stable in the Year 5 cohort however there is a
slight downwards trajectory over time.
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Grammar and Punctuation

Year 3

Year 5

•

•
•

•

The general trend is positive however not
stable.
PPS student sit at like schools.

•

•

•

•

•

The performance is sitting below like schools.
The general performance over time is
decreasing in the Year 5 cohort.
We will Investigate and develop programs or
professional learning that identify and extend
high achieving students in reading.
Continue to embed our whole school Guided
Reading Program and provide professional
development to support new staff through an
observation and feedback model.
We will also investigate the use of Multi‐modal
texts and engaging informational texts to
support the guided reading program to enhance
cross‐curricular learning.
Explicit grammar lessons will be taught in all
year levels to improve student performance.
(This will be targeted through the explicit
teaching through the Reading/Writing link as
per the Literacy Block).
Continue whole school implementation of the
Literacy Block.

Proposed 2020 Actions
As a school we are going to revise the assess, plan, act model paying with a focus on Reading to address
the lower than like schools’ growth between year 3 and Year 5.
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The teachers in the year levels will review and update the English Curriculum Guide to address
NAPLAN areas of need and inform planning.
We will investigate our assessment data and use this data to inform us of target comprehension
areas.

We will continue to embed and review our approach to support students below the Western Australian
achievement standard for Reading and Viewing.

Mathematics

The Mathematical Learning Area Team identified the following areas of focus for
2019:





Problem solving strategies
Number facts
Maths Language
Whole school approach to Numeracy block

Numeracy

We are sitting above WA schools in both Year 3 and 5.

Year 3

Year 5

•

•
•

•
•

The performance is sitting above of WA schools
however below that of like schools.
The relative trajectory is similar to that of like
schools however
The gap in comparison against like schools remains
similar to previous years.

•

The performance is sitting below like schools.
There is a widening gap in Year 5 scores
compared to like schools.
The general performance over time is
decreasing in the Year 5 cohort.
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2020 Actions
In response to collected data, we will take a whole‐school approach to teaching Maths that uses the
assess, plan, act model. We aim to address the lower than like schools’ growth in both Year 3 and 5.
Teaching and learning programs will focus on:


further developing the students’ problem solving understandings and skills.

We will include regular problem solving‐specific activities in our teaching programs. Teachers will be
encouraged to use the First Steps in Maths problem solving charts, along with MacMillan problem
solving boxes and past NAPLAN questions to expose students to a variety of problems that they can
work through in collaboration with classmates and then share/explain how they reached an answer.


developing the students’ ability to readily recall basic facts.

We will use the Westwood Basic Facts assessment to collect base line data at the beginning of the year
to inform our teaching programs. Then the Westwood Basic Facts assessment will be used again at the
end of the year to track student progress. The collected data will help us to identify student
improvement, inform targets for 2021 as well as celebrate high achieving students.


using a whole school approach to using the Numeracy Block format.

We will continue to use a Numeracy Block format that includes a rigorous warm up, explicit whole class
teaching, guided Maths and independent Maths, as well as reflection and plenary. The visible learning
elements of a learning intention and success criteria will be evident and applied during this Numeracy
Block format.


developing the students’ ability to read, comprehend and connect with Maths language.

Maths language will be an important component of the Numeracy block. Examples of curriculum
aligned Maths language will be sourced from the Nelson Maths teacher’s guide, where it is provided for
each unit of study. Teachers will present this language as a natural progression and connection to the
learning intention and success criteria.
In 2020, the staff will review the Nelson Maths program which is currently used in the school. They will
also investigate the Oxford Maths program in pursuit of establishing a whole school program that can be
used across all year levels, and one that supports our endeavour to extend high achieving students and
improve general performance in numeracy.

Mental
Health in
Schools

In 2018 Palmyra Primary School was successful in applying to be included in the
Mental Health and Wellness in Schools Program. The frame work of this program
will provide the direction for 2019 including:
 Be You
 Social and Emotional Learning
 Developing a Whole School Framework for mental health development

Providing Professional Learning for all staff to ensure positive personal mental
health and wellness and subsequently develop positive student mental health and
wellness.
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2019 was our second year as part of the Mental Health in Schools (MHiS) project.
All staff took part in professional learning on Be You, a platform that provides educators with
knowledge, resources and strategies for helping children and young people achieve their best possible
mental health. All staff registered with Be You and commenced the 13 modules of online learning.
Our MHiS Action team was formed. They met regularly throughout the year and reviewed current
social/emotional programs and resources, collated survey results from staff, students and parents and
investigated new ideas and initiatives to improve the support for student mental health across the
school. The team also hosted R U OK? Day and World Teacher Day events.
Palmyra PS worked with other MHiS project schools in our network to share ideas and strategies. Our
coordinator attended Gatekeeper: suicide prevention training and Laughter Yoga training
The whole staff took part in a yearlong PL series, THRIVE, looking at improving and supporting their
own mental and physical wellbeing.

ICT Access,
Skills and
Capabilities

In 2019 all years 3 and 5 students throughout Australia will be participating in the
National Assessment Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). To ensure our students at
Palmyra Primary School are given the best opportunities in undertaking this
testing, in 2019 there will be a focus on
 Improving ICT access, including planning for replacement of all devices and
infrastructure
 Building students keyboarding skills

Improving students 21st century learning through the investigation and possible
implementation of a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program
In 2019 an ICT replacement schedule was developed which provides the framework for future years
purchases.
A set of 32 iPads were purchased and 33 laptops were leased for use throughout the school.
Each class was given the opportunity to use the devices through a roster system. The iPads were used
extensively in the 1‐1 BYOD investigations.
A further 19 Interactive Whiteboards were leased replacing the aging boards in classrooms.
Typing Tournament continued to be used to improve students keyboarding skills. Further
commitment by all classroom teachers is necessary to ensure the goal is achieved and the program is
used fully.
In semester 2 of 2019 a 1‐1 iPad trial was undertaken to investigate the feasibility of a future Bring
Your Own Device program. Through consultation with teachers and the advice of an Apple consultant
from Luminous Learning the trial was undertaken in year 4. The trial was very successful (see
Curriculum Highlights) however after consultation with the community a decision was made not to
proceed with the BYOD program.
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Proposed 2020 Actions





Support staff further with using iPads for creating and producing in the curriculum
Continue to build students keyboarding skills using Typing Tournament
Continuing the purchasing of iPads and Laptops to increase accessibility to devices in each classroom.
Continue replacement of devices as leases expire.

Retention
and
Participation
(RAP)

Palmyra Primary School has a strong focus on the Aboriginal Cultural Standards
Framework. As part of this focus PPS is one of the few schools who actively
implements a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). In 2019 there will be continued
focus on:
 Relationships in the class/school/community
 Respect in the class/school/community
 Opportunities in the class/school/community
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Curriculum Highlights
Reading Intervention Palmyra Primary
Palmyra Primary has run a Reading Intervention
Program in some form for a number of years. In 2018 it
was decided to use the Mini‐Lit program for a number
of reasons. The program is very well researched, well ‐
structured and easy to implement. It is aimed at Year 1
and 2 students and research is clear that the earlier the
intervention the better the outcomes for the child. Also,
Mini Lit can be delivered in small groups as opposed to
one‐to‐one which is much more cost effective. The
program is overseen by Deb Smith but delivered by Mrs
Kenworthy. Students on the program receive 3‐4 hours
of small group, direct instruction in reading 3 or 4 times per week. The program is very popular and we
get a lot of positive feedback from parents, teachers and students.
Since 2018, 45 students have benefited from the program and we are eager to see if our 2020 NAPLAN
results in Reading reflect this commitment to our students.

2020 Goals
 Phonological Awareness/ Reading data: Year 1 students to use the data from PP to inform teaching. This
data is to be passed on to Year 2 teachers at the end of the year.
 Mini – Lit: program to continue: Year 2, term 1. Year 1s Term 2,3,4.
 Analyse NAPLAN data 2020: To see if Mini Lit is positively affecting student outcomes.

Talented Young Writers’ Programme
The Talented Young Writers’ Programme provided an extension opportunity for some Year 6 students.
They spent one day each term with some of Australia’s most talented, creative and inspirational authors
of Young Adult Literature. The children thoroughly enjoyed sharing their experiences with the class
members through the peer tutoring program. Our 2019 year 7 writing data (from students who went to
Department Schools) also reflected the success of this program as the targeted students made high or
excellent growth in writing.

National Simultaneous Story Time
Our first major event for literacy was National Simultaneous Story Time. In Term Two on Wednesday
22nd May, students from Kindergarten through to Year 3 read the story “Alpacas with Maracas” written
and illustrated by Matt Cosgrove . National Simultaneous Story Time is an annual campaign that aims to
encourage more young Australians to read and enjoy books. Now in its 17th successful year, it is a
colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian
children’s book that explores age‐appropriate themes, and addresses key learning areas of the
curriculum.
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Book Week
Our school values and looks forward to Book
Week each year. The theme for 2019 was
Reading is my Secret Power. Mrs Brown set up
a fabulous Book Week display in our library
and teachers read the books, nominated for
various awards, to their classes. The students
and teachers were all very keen to see which
ones took out the awards. During Book Week,
Students in years 1– 6 participated in the City
of Melville Library Services’ Children’s Book
Week activities. This year we again had a
fantastic selection of authors, illustrators and
storytellers entertain and enlighten us. Our
annual dress‐up day was a highlight for many once again. The P&C organized the annual read‐a‐thon
which was once again supported enthusiastically by our students and parents raising money for school
related projects.

Scholastic Book Club
Our P&C continue to coordinate the monthly Scholastic Book Club program earning commission from
ten Scholastic Book Club orders of over $2000 which was used to purchase books and resources for the
library.

Science
At the conclusion of a busy 2018 with a “Meteorite” landing at the school for Science week, 2019 was
earmarked for consolidation and to begin a long‐term plan for Science at Palmyra PS. 2019 saw the
Science Team successful in obtaining the much‐coveted Science Laboratory Grant from the DoE. The
consultation process, design and classroom conversion will be done in 2020. The Science Co‐ordinator
attended Primary Connections PD to link Design Technologies with Science to support teachers to
integrate the two learning areas and encourage a STEM approach. These preparations over 2019 have
enabled the team to prepare the school, teachers and students so 2020 can be a year of growth and
exciting developments in Science at Palmyra PS.

Maths
In 2019, we continued our celebration of all things Maths.
Problem solving was high on the agenda and there was a whole school focus to immerse our students in
regular problem‐solving specific sessions. MacMillan Problem Solving boxes (which had been purchased
for each year level), First Steps Problem Solving strategy charts and past NAPLAN questions were used
to stimulate and develop the students’ ability to:
 read the problem/question carefully, with attention to detail
 identify significant information that needs to be considered in order to answer the question
 work collaboratively to apply a First Steps Problem Solving strategy to reach a solution
 Share/explain how they found their answer
A large display board was purchased and installed in a prominent position on the school verandah
where it can be accessed by all year levels. A new Maths problem is displayed every 3 weeks on the

16

board and all students are encouraged to participate in attempting to solve the problem. Solutions are
then shared and successful problem solvers are congratulated with a certificate of
acknowledgement.
Early in the year, all classes (K‐Yr. 6) participated in a “Maths Buddy Session”. In this one‐hour session,
buddy classes of differing year levels met and worked together on a Maths related activity. These
activities were planned and collaborated between the teachers involved. The activities were designed
to make Maths learning enjoyable, co‐operative and a fun way to develop and consolidate Maths
knowledge, skills and behaviours.

Links to Community
Our Pally Patch
The Pally Patch was built initially as part of Melville City Council’s Robin Hood Grant, and supplemented
with various other grants, P & C fundraising, school support and lots of goodwill. The Pally Patch is a big
drawcard for the school for exposure to natural science, health, horticulture, sustainability and just a
peaceful place to be in the middle of our school.
The Pally Patch is also, of course, an integral to the school Kitchen Garden Program and educates the
children in composting, permaculture, worm farms, growing produce to be used in the kitchen. Our
Kitchen Garden teacher demonstrates to the students how to use the herbs, eggs and vegetables in the
kitchen to make snacks and meals, which they serve up to their class and often later to their families at
home. Fresh produce is also used by the School Canteen.
During 2019 there were four weekend busy bees involving the school community under the guidance of
our Pally Patch Leaders Graham Wilkinson (School Gardener), Mr Simmonds (Teacher) and Anita Manes
(Community Liaison). These days saw:










the addition of two more garden beds
the upgrading of the aquaponics system
the completion of the final two “Six Seasons” reflection areas
the removal of the old concrete frog pond
the installation of new frog ponds
installation of sign postings and notice boards
laying of concrete paths
brick paving laid to connect areas
planting and mulching of the area

The year’s work culminated in an open day in November that showcased the area and the many
highlights that it provides for the school and wider community.

2020 goals





Ensure the school support of the patch...supported by the community...
Ensure effective supervision of the Sustainability plan
Maintain financial support of the patch
Embrace its potential through a greater engagement by teachers & students
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Sustainability at Palmyra Primary School – 2019
We had a team of over 50 Sustainability Leaders and Officers this year. They assisted us to continue
ongoing initiatives and implement new ones. We took this team on an excursion to the South
Metropolitan Resource Recovery Centre to learn all about what happens to our waste. A waste audit
conducted by the Year 4 Sustainability Officers and a Waste Wise representative early in December
confirmed that our school based waste sorting system has continued to successfully divert the majority
of our food and paper waste away from landfill. (Food waste is composted in the Pally Patch and fed to
the worms. Paper waste is collected by a paper recycling company). We analysed this data and used it to
inform our planning for 2020 improvements. The Sustainability Student Leadership team implemented
the new Trash Free Tuesday initiative which has proved to be very effective and popular with the
students.

Digital Technologies
Palmyra Primary School uses digital technologies as an integral component of our learning and teaching
programs. We use digital technologies in everyday practices in line with the Digital Technologies
Curriculum, ICT Capabilities and Cross‐Curricular activities.
To ensure safe and responsible use, students across all Year levels have completed e‐safety lessons.
Link: https://www.esafety.gov.au/education‐resources/classroom‐resources
In 2019 Year 3 and 4 students took part in a 1:1 iPad trial for approximately 3 weeks per class. The
students and teachers had the opportunity to work with an Apple Educator consultant. The learning
experiences were rich and varied using iPads across the curriculum. Some of the Apps used were
Keynote, iMovie, Book Creator, Garage Band, Pages, iStop Motion, Green Screen and Chatterpix. The
trial was informative and engaging. Following the trial, the community was consulted as to their
support of implementing a Bring Your Own Device program. It was decided not to progress with this
innovation.
Digital technologies lessons encourage collaboration, creativity and problem‐solving skills. All Year
levels are engaged in the Digital Technologies curriculum completing activities that are both plugged and
unplugged. Robots are very popular for coding. Junior Primary are using Blue Bots and Dash Robots.
Middle Primary are using Dash Robots and Scratch Jnr. Senior students are using Sphero. Other devices
used across the Year levels are Makey, Makey, Osmo and Electronic Circuit Kits

Specialist Programs
Languages
In 2019, during the Language lessons, students learnt the Bahasa Indonesian language through a variety
of activities which helped to cover the requirements stipulated in the Western Australian Curriculum.
Students’ vocabulary and grammatical skills along with cultural awareness were enhanced through
songs, games, art, charades, conversational and written activities and a free incursion, for years 5 & 6.
Further the incorporation of Cross Curriculum links to Literacy, Numeracy and STEM, into the language
programme helped to expose students to the overarching principles of education.
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Physical Education
Palmyra continued to have a successful Physical Education program throughout 2019. Students were
exposed to various sports and minor games throughout the year. Specialist coaches for football (AFL),
tennis and cricket ran clinics at various times throughout the year and a large number of students in
years 5 and 6 participated in team games (AFL, soccer, netball) throughout term 2. Students were also
given the opportunity to participate in the School Swimming Carnival (Years 4‐6), Cross Country (Years 4‐
6) and the annual Athletics Carnival (PP – Yr2 & Yr 3 – Yr 6). Palmyra continued to compete strongly in
interschool competitions winning the local football competition, the “B” Division Swimming Carnival and
the Meritorious (Handicap) Shield at the “A” Division Athletic Carnival.
Lower primary students continued to develop their fundamental movement skills such as hopping,
jumping, throwing and learning about the etiquette of sportsmanship.
All students from pre‐primary to year 6 had the opportunity to take part in a two‐week swimming
program either in term 1 or term 3.
Parent assistance continued to be an integral part of the Physical Education program with a good deal of
parents helping with coaching (e.g. athletics team games, netball), umpiring (e.g. AFL) and providing
tangible support (e.g. judges, scorers) at various carnivals.

Music
Palmyra Primary School has continued to develop a strong music
program that excites and engages students in their learning.
Throughout the year, the music teachers have continuously aimed for
high standards and have offered students the opportunities to engage
in a variety of styles of music.
This year, Palmyra Primary School provided numerous opportunities
for the students to perform through their class music, Choir (49
students), and the Concert Band (14 students). Concert opportunities
that were offered included: ANZAC Day Ceremony, NAIDOC Week,
Massed Choir Festival at the Perth Concert Hall, Pally Patch Open Day,
Class Music Performances, a Music Ensemble Performance and the
Western Farmer’s Christmas Night Market.
During music class, students were exposed to a variety of experiences
including playing tuned and non‐tuned percussion instruments,
singing and using Solfa hand signs, improvisation, and performance. In
addition, Year 4‐6 students learnt the recorder.
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Highlights
 Our families were celebrated by hosting Mother’s
day, Father’s day and Grandparent’s day events.
 Our 100th day of school and a focus on problem
solving were highlights of our Maths programme.
 Our Science programme included learning about life
cycles by growing vegetables, breeding monarch
butterflies and hatching chickens.
 Outdoor Classroom Day saw us participate in a variety
of activities covering all curriculum areas. We finished
off a busy year full of fun and learning with a
combined Christmas concert.

Early Childhood
Kindergarten
In 2019, the children were involved in a variety of activities incorporating both indoor and outdoor
learning environments. Our kindergarten received a grant to turn our garden into a multi‐faceted
learning area which has allowed us to provide teaching and learning experiences across literacy,
numeracy, science and many other learning areas. With the assistance of our kindergarten families, we
were able to extend our classroom by incorporating more outdoor learning and continuing our strong
partnership with parents and the community. It is a fantastic space for children to explore, create and
begin their journey as sustainable learners through hands on and real‐life experiences. In 2020, we look
forward to continuing to incorporate rich experiences through play based learning, which we will
balance with explicit teaching. We provide opportunities for students to build resilience, make positive
choices and grow in confidence as they start their journey towards lifelong learners.

Pre‐Primary
Throughout 2019 the three Pre‐Primary classes embraced the Focus
2019 emphasis on Play Based Learning and the Early Years
Framework philosophy of “being, belonging and becoming” by
having our classes learn and play together.
Highlights of the year:
 Each Friday afternoon the children were able to explore all Pre‐Primary classrooms during “Pally
Playtime” with a strong focus on Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and Focus 2019. This evolved
over the year shifting towards planned integrated learning opportunities.
 We practiced and performed a combined Pre‐Primary assembly which enabled the children to further
develop their speaking and listening skills and work together as a team.
 We supported our English, HASS and Science programmes by going on excursion to the Perth Zoo,
Scitech, Bracks library and even our local Woolworths.
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Student Voice
Palmyra Primary School offers leadership opportunities to Year 6 students via the Student Council,
Faction Leaders, Sustainability Leaders and Library Monitors. These positions are much sort after by
students and require student to give of their time to support others and develop specific
responsibilities.
The Student Councillors in 2019 played a significant part at school assemblies, assisted with the
organisation and running of school activities (e.g. Four square competitions and Lego Masters
Competitions) as well as raising money for various charitable organisations (e.g. Cystic Fibrosis,
supporting a student in Indonesia).
Due to the large number of year 6 students in 2019, a total of 12 Faction Leaders were elected (3 per
faction). These students assisted in the distribution of sports equipment at lunch breaks and played a
significant role in organisation of their factions for sporting carnivals (Swimming, Athletics, Cross
Country).
Our five Sustainability Leaders assisted in the education of all students through the organisation of
recycling (batteries, paper, used stationary items), composting of food waste, promoting no‐waste days
and reporting back to the community via assemblies.
Eight students held a Library Monitor position, giving up their lunch times to assist other students in the
library and to learn the various library processes (electronic borrowing and shelving system).

Enrolment and Attendance Summary

The table above shows the attendance rates of students at Palmyra Primary School from 2017 through
to the end of 2019. Attendance rates across all three school years compares favourably when compared
to ”like” schools” (schools similar in context to Palmyra) and with state‐wide data (WA Public Schools).
Palmyra PS attendance rates tend to be consistently higher than the State mean.
A small number of students (4) were recognised as having “severe at risk attendance” (attendance less
than 60%). These were students who experienced significant medical issues or a family crisis resulting in
time away from school.
The Outreach Messaging System was adopted at the end of 2019 to assist the school streamline and
track student absences.
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Enrolment Trends

In recent years Palmyra Primary School enrolments have generally seen an upward trend. 2019 saw a
slight decrease in student numbers (students attending full time). It is anticipated that Palmyra will
continue to have a small increase in student numbers in coming years.
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Statement of Financial Position
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Endorsement
As members of the school and community, we hereby endorse the Palmyra Primary School 2019 Annual
Report.

Mr Matthew Forbes
School Council Chair

Mr Gary Stenhouse
Principal
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