
INTRODUCTION 

2019 has seen Marmion Primary School complete the second year of our current three-year Business Plan. While the 
core curriculum areas of English and Mathematics remain key priority areas, Science and STEM Education have been 
developed further in 2019 to be a focus across the whole school. This has seen collaborative learning strategies 
being used effectively in classrooms and critical and creative thinking skills enhanced for all students.  

In 2019 the NAPLAN testing was again completed online with the exception of Year 3 Writing.  Our Year 3 and 5 
students performed within the expected range for our school in all subjects tested with the exception of Year 3 
Spelling where we fell just below what was expected. In the learning area of Reading we performed above our like 
schools in both Year 3 and 5 while in Numeracy we were just below our like schools. When looking at the progress 
(2017 to 2019) made by our students we were above the average progress of our like schools in Numeracy while in 
Reading we were on a par with our like schools. 

2019 has seen the introduction of two new language programs. Letters and Sounds (Year K to Year 3) and Seven 
Steps to Writing (PP to Year 6). We believe this will result in a more consistent approach to teaching in the English 
learning area. We will evaluate both of these programs, understanding that it will take time for students to 
demonstrate the desired outcomes.  

At the commencement of 2019 we opened our new playground at the front of the school. It has proven to be very 
popular with students. The P&C can be extremely proud of the outcome of their fundraising though the last Fete and 
other initiatives. The P&C have also provided funding in many other areas during 2019. This included a bank of 28 
Ipads, a computer lease for 30 laptops, furniture for the Library and Technology room (The Hive), plus support for 
ongoing programs and sporting carnivals. 

Throughout 2019 there were many highlights. Some have included special assemblies, Dancing, Massed Choir, 
Learning Journey, Evening on the Oval, Music Night, Tournament of Minds, carnivals (Swimming, Athletics, Cross 
/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ [ƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎύ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ΨWŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƎǘŀƛƭΩ tƘȅǎical Challenge which this year incorporated aspects around 
mindfulness and personal wellbeing. These activities and others have involved many of our students and brought the 
school community together. They have been made possible by committed staff, students and parents.  

2019 has again been a very successful year. I thank everyone, staff, parents and school community members for 
their whole hearted commitment to the students and the school. 

Mr Ian Herbert 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SCHOOL 

LEVEL:  5    ICSEA:  1117                                          OPENED:  1956 

Located in the northern coastal suburb of Marmion and 15 km from Perth CBD, Marmion Primary School is an 
Independent Public School with a reputation for consistently providing quality learning opportunities that enable 
students to achieve their potential. We achieve high standards academically and strive to provide a holistic education, 
with a focus on students and teachers pursuing personal excellence. 

 

THE STAFF     

Since becoming an Independent Public School (IPS) in 2012, the school has assumed full responsibility for the 
management of all staffing positions.  As vacancies arise, this delegated capacity enables the school to appoint staff 
whose skills and experience best match the school context. The appointments made since becoming an IPS have 
maintained a balanced staff structure in terms of experience and skills and has been aligned to the strategic initiative 
within the current Business Plan. 

All teaching staff meet the professional requirements to teach in Western Australian public schools and can be found 
on the public register of teachers of the Teacher Registration Board of Western Australia. 

 

  

Staff Numbers 

            

                

       

No FTE AB'L 

  

                

  

Administration Staff 

  

  

Principals 1 1.0 0 

  

  

Deputy Principals 2 2.0 0 

  

  

Total Administration Staff 3 3.0 0 

  

                

  

Teaching Staff 

  

  

Level 3 Teachers 1 0.6 0 

  

  

Other Teaching Staff 25 19.4 0 

  

  

Total Teaching Staff 26 20.0 0 

  

                

  

School Support Staff 

  

  

Clerical / Administrative 4 2.1 0 

  

  

Gardening / Maintenance 1 0.6 0 

  

  

Other Non-Teaching Staff 13 7.8 0 

  

  

Total School Support Staff 18 10.5 0 

  

                

  

Total 47 33.5 0 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student enrolment at Marmion Primary School increased again in 2019. Planning for 2020 has indicated student 
numbers will remain at this level even though our Kindergarten enrolment will increase. It is clear that total student 
numbers have generally increased over the last five years.  

  

Student Numbers  
(as at 2019 Semester 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

                                       

  

Primary Kin PPR Y01 Y02 Y03 Y04 Y05 Y06 Total 

       

  

Full Time (19) 60 46 44 71 54 57 49 400 

       

  

Part Time 38 

                                 

                                       

  

Note: The Kin Full Time student figure represents the Full Time Equivalent of the Part Time students 

    

                                       

  

 Kin PPR Pri Sec Total 

  

 Kin PPR Pri Sec Total 

 

  

Male 18 32 161  211 

  

Aboriginal   3  3 

 

  

Female 20 28 160  208 

  

Non-Aboriginal 38 60 318  416 

 

  

Total 38 60 321  419 

  

Total 38 60 321  419 

 

THE STUDENTS  



STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 

National Assessment Program ς Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
  

NAPLAN Comparative Performance Summary 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

 

 

Year 5 

 

 

2017 
 

2018 
 

2019 
 

2017 
 

2018 
 

2019 
 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy 
 

-0.3 
 

-0.1 
 

-0.3 
 

0.2 
 

1.1 
 

0.8 
 

 

Reading 
 

0.3 
 

0.2 
 

0.4 
 

0.4 
 

-0.6 
 

0.6 
 

 

Writing 
 

-0.1 
 

-1.0 
 

-0.8 
 

-0.2 
 

0.0 
 

-0.5 
 

 

Spelling 
 

-0.3 
 

-1.0 
 

-1.0 
 

1.1 
 

0.3 
 

-0.1 
 

 

Grammar & 
Punctuation 

 

-0.3 
 

-0.3 
 

-0.8 
 

1.2 
 

0.0 
 

0.1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

   

 

 

Above Expected  
   

 

 

Expected   
   

 

 

Below Expected  

 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
the NAPLAN assessment areas for Years 3 and 5 against similar schools. This table shows our performance for the 
last three years. In 2019 the Year 3 students on average performed within the expected range when compared to 
our like schools for the majority of learning areas tested. In Spelling we fell slightly below the expected range for a 
second year. Our Year 5 students performed within the expected range for all learning areas tested.  

 

 

We will, as stated in the introduction to this 
Annual Report, monitor the effectiveness of 
specific programs which aim to raise academic 
standards. Allowing for fluctuations from one 
cohort of students to the next we continue to 
strive to improve in all areas tested. It is 
important to remember that all schools we are 
compared against will be endeavouring to do 
the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Marmion Primary School Business Plan Targets 

Target 1: Mean NAPLAN scores achieved by students in Years 3 and 5 will be maintained above those of our National 
and State like schools. 

Numeracy 

  Year   

Y03 Y05 

School 
Like 

Schools 
National School 

Like 
Schools 

National 

2017 433 444 448 527 533 529 

2018 439 442 440 519 529 522 

2019 435 445 441 525 526 523 

 

Reading 

 Year   

Y03 Y05 

School 
Like 

Schools 
National School 

Like 
Schools 

National 

2017 472 470 478 557 544 542 

2018 475 469 475 530 545 544 

2019 473 470 471 544 538 537 

 

Writing 

Year 

Y03 Y05 

School 
Like 

Schools 
National School 

Like 
Schools 

National 

2017 442 441 446 498 503 503 

2018 415 430 437 492 489 492 

2019 436 450 448 492 500 498 

 

Spelling 

Year   

Y03 Y05 

School 
Like 

Schools 
National School 

Like 
Schools 

National 

2017 435 451 452 540 537 528 

2018 424 450 447 521 531 527 

2019 419 447 447 524 531 525 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Target 2: The percentage of Marmion Primary School students in the top 20% of the State will be equal to or greater 
than those of like schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an aspirational target that looks at the performance of our more academic students. In 2019 our Year 3 
students achieved this target in Reading. The result in Writing, Spelling and Punctuation and Grammar have been 
investigated and actions put in place to ensure students in this cohort are supported moving forward.  

Our Year 5 students were able to achieve the target in Numeracy and Punctuation and Grammar.  

As a school we have introduced programs in the areas of Writing and Spelling to improve our English data, not only 
for our more able students, but for all students.  
 

Target 3: The percentage of Marmion Primary School Year 5 students in the top 20% of the state will have increased 
when compared to their Year 3 performance.  

 Year 3 2017 (top 20%) Year 5 2019 (top 20%) 

Numeracy 30% 45% 

Reading 46% 44% 

Writing 41% 18% 

Spelling 26% 23% 

Grammar and Punctuation 30% 41% 

 

While this target was achieved well in both Numeracy and Punctuation and Grammar, the result for Writing is cause 
for some concern. As mentioned in the review of other key targets a new whole school writing program was 
introduced in the second half of last year and is being monitored closely in terms of its effectiveness. This is the 
second year students from Year 5 have completed their NAPLAN Writing test in an online format. The data indicates 
a need to support students to further develop their ICT general capability skills. 

Grammar and Punctuation 

Year   

Y03 Y05 

School 
Like 

Schools 
National School 

Like 
Schools 

National 

2017 468 482 484 570 546 537 

2018 468 473 470 538 546 537 

2019 457 481 482 536 541 534 

 YEAR 3 YEAR 5 

 MARMION Like Schools MARMION Like Schools 

Numeracy 31% 38% 45% 41% 

Reading 36% 36% 44% 49% 

Writing 19% 27% 18% 31% 

Spelling 23% 34% 23% 36% 

Punctuation and Grammar 20% 38% 41% 40% 



SPECIALIST LEARNING AREA ANNUAL REPORTS 2019 

LANGUAGES: German  

German is well established in the school, and in 2019 all students from Year 2 to Year 6 were provided with one fifty-
minute session of language learning. Lessons are provided in a dedicated specialist Languages room, which promotes 
cultural awareness, provides a visual stimulus and establishes an identity for the subject. 

Highlights of the year include: 
 

¶ The introduction of the new German 
curriculum, which is being phased in 
gradually. In 2019, the new curriculum 
was implemented from Year 2 to Year 4.  
 

¶ The involvement of two Year 6 students 
in the German Student Choir. Students 
auditioned, and were selected for the 
choir, from schools around the state. The 
choir performed at Government House, 
at the retirement of the German Consul, 
Thorsten Ketelsen. The event was 
attended by administration, staff, 
parents and performing students. 

 

¶ An assembly introducing German television and advertisements, performed by Year 3 and 4 students. 
 

¶ The German song "Schnappi" was played 
at the conclusion of recess and lunch 
breaks, as an indication that students 
should prepare to return to class.  

 

¶ German DVDs of students speaking 
German were presented to parents of 
Year 2 and 3 classes at the school 
Learning Journey. 
 

¶ Continued promotion of German within 
the school community, through 
newsletter articles related to German.  
 
 

¶ Attendance by Mrs Valli at Round Table meetings, held at the office of the German Consul, to promote the 
teaching of German in schools.  
 

Stacey Valli  
Language Specialist 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC  

At Marmion Primary School we give our children the opportunity to experience Music as a tool of communication, as 
a reflection of their culture and as a method of expression that they can continue all their lives. 

In 2019 students in Years 1 to 3 received 100 minutes of music lessons per week with 
a cross-arts (dance/drama/music) focus. All students from Year 4 through to Year 6 
received 50 minutes of specialist music time per week. Students were given the 
opportunity to participate in a variety of activities that ranged from singing, playing 
multiple instruments, reading music, composing using a range of technologies, 
learning about different musical styles and genres and reflecting on their musical 
experiences.  

Senior Choir grew to 82 students from Years 5 and 6 who met 
from 8.00am to 9.00am each Wednesday morning. This was a 
fantastic opportunity for students to learn choral techniques and 
a high level of performance. Highlights this year included singing 
at the school ANZAC Day assembly, our amazing Rock Music 
Assembly, the Massed Choir Festival (which featured a soloist 
Elsie Bourgault from Marmion Primary School) Music Night and 
the Parent Morning Tea under the trees. With the large number 
of students involved we were fortunate to have the support and 
assistance of Sharne Flanagan and Yvonne Darcey. 

 

 

Instrumental Music School Services (IMSS) offered weekly lessons during 
school time for Violin, Viola, Cello, Clarinet and Trumpet. Each Friday the 
String Ensemble rehearsed from 7.45am to 8.30am under the direction of 
our fantastic Strings teacher Bridie Davies.  

 

 

This year the choir lead the whole school in 2 songs to celebrate 
Harmony Day. We purchased 3 djembe drums and senior 
students created a beat to accompany a traditional Torres Strait 
LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊ ǘǳƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Ψ{Ŝŀ ƻŦ 
CƭŀƎǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
assembly. We had a very moving ANZAC assembly which 
featured 2 songs sung by the Senior Choir and an invited guest 
to play the Last Post and Reveille. We also received funding to 
purchase 40 additional choir shirts that were loaned to students 
for our more formal performances. 

Music Assembly in Term 2 was a wonderful experience for all involved. We created 
a script that allowed students to learn about a brief history of Rock music from the 
point of view of four aliens. The acting was highly entertaining and a group of Year 3 
students joined in with bucket drumming. Senior student Archie Ridout learnt the 
entire solo for ΨWe Will Rock YouΩ which was just spectacular. 

Term 4 saw our first Kindness Day at Marmion Primary School. We ran drumming 
circles as part of this initiative. We purchased buckets for groups of 40 students and 
ran a selection of short activities that focused on being mindful of sound and non-
verbal communication.  

 



 

All instrumentalists showcased their talents on Music Night and we had a 
variety of performers from Year 3 through to Year 6 ranging from solo singers, 
piano recitals, an amazing blues guitar original and much more. The Year 6 
students took a leadership role in running this event and the staff support was 
once again incredible.  

 

 

The focus for Music at Marmion Primary School continued to be taken from 
the Western Australian Curriculum as developed by the Department of 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎ 
via movement, singing, playing instruments, listening to a variety of music, 
learning to read and write musical notation and composing using available 
instruments and technologies.  

 

Year 1 and 2 lessons used a combination of Kodaly and Orff approach with a 
focus on tuned percussion, solfege and creativity. Students developed a sound 
understanding of beat, rhythm and simple pitch sets as well as learning music 
language to identify and describe the musical elements. We used the Pitch Hill 
program to begin learning standard notation which proved highly effective. 
Students in Year 3 were introduced to the Recorder Karate program, a self-
paced motivational learning method for young recorder players. Students learn 
the basic techniques of playing wind instruments using nine levels that grow in 
difficulty.  

Students in Year 4 through to Year 6 were taught a variety of instruments 
including the ukulele with a focus on group composition and performance. 
Parody writing and composing was an integral part of the Year 6 program in 
Semester 2. Students improved their ability to use Garage Band as a means 
of recording, sampling and creating their own music.  

 

The year finished with an incredible performance by all our Year 6 graduating 
students. We created a band that included guitar, piano, tuned percussion, cajòn drums and djembes and the final 
performance of Lanterns was one to be remembered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been another incredibly positive year and we have been fortunate to provide students with a vast array of 
opportunities to express themselves musically. 
Marsha Almeida 
Music Specialist  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

TERM 1 

SWIMMING  

The House Swimming Carnival was held in March at Bold Park 
Aquatic Centre, which was a great success and enabled all Year 3 to 
Year 6 students to nominate for selected individual races and 
participate in all novelty events. Sharks were the winning House for 
2019. The Interschool team competed in a smaller revised carnival 
at Claremont Pool in April. Our competitors challenged themselves 
against students from North Beach and West Leederville Primary 
Schools.  

BASKETBALL AND TENNIS BEFORE SCHOOL LESSONS  

These sporting opportunities offered to Marmion Primary School children before school are making a big impact on 
their fitness, skill levels and also their enthusiasm to play different sports. It is great to see so many families taking 
up the extra lessons to keep their children engaged in sport. These sports continue to gain more participants each 
year. 

BASKETBALL 

This term we also had the Senators Basketball Players out for a four-week program which all the children loved and 
their dribbling and catching skills greatly improved. 

TERM 2 

GYMNASTICS 

Gymnastics was once again undertaken by  our children from Pre-primary to Year 2. This was run over a four week 
period with Grant from Gymbus. The program combined the vital ingredients of fun and fitness and aimed at 
covering the dominant movement patterns of balance, swing, spring, rotation, landings and locamotion.  

VOLLEYBALL 

Students from Year 3 to Year 6 participated in a volleyball program run over four weeks by Volleyball WA. This 
program was a great way to get the children spiking, setting and serving their way through the day. The Year 5 and 6 
children definitely benifited from this program, helping them in the Interschool Winter Sport competition. 

FRISBEE GOLF 

Thanks to the P&C we purchased our own Frisbee Golf set and the children from Year 1 to Year 6 learnt how to play 
Frisbee Golf. They had a lot of fun learning how to throw the different frisbees. Who would have known there were 
different types of frisbees depending on the length of the throw! Children all moved around a course with their 
friends using the school environment. 

INTERSCHOOL WINTER SPORT 

 

Year 5 and 6 students competed in Netball, Soccer, Football and 
Volleyball each Friday both at home and at away venues. They 
competed against the same C.D.S.S.A. schools in the same sports 
at the Lightning Carnival at Kingsway Sporting Complex. As usual 
Marmion Primary School students performed well in all four 
sports.  

 

     

                                                                                                                                



 

 

TERM 3 

CROSS COUNTRY 

This year our students were a lot fitter than in years gone by and 
performed extremely well in the House Cross Country Event held 
in August. The students did regular training in their PE time and 
with their class room teachers. The Sharks finally knocked the 
Dolphins of the top spot claiming the trophy this year. The fitness 
of the children was evident in the Interschool Cross Country. 
Marmion Primary School came first this year and the students 
were extremely pleased with their combined efforts. Mrs Rafferty 
was one very proud PE teacher! 

HOUSE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

This was held in August and included all students from Pre-primary to Year 6. As is always the case, the carnival was 
extremely well supported by parents, friends and other relatives. The students displayed wonderful skills, effort and 
sportsmanship and can feel very proud of their performances. Once again, timing gates were used, which provided 
great relief to the finish line judges. Sharks reigned supreme snatching the trophy from Dolphins, making it a clean 
sweep across all school carnivals this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS 

This was held in September during the last week of Term 3. 2019 was a great year for our athletics team, coming 2nd 
overall and proving hard work and team work pays off! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


