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SCHOOL PROFILE

Beckenham Primary School has been an integral part of the local community for 105 years. The
school is characterised by a diverse student population.
Students are offered programs in Physical Education, Visual Art, Kitchen / Garden, and Science.
Chinese (Mandarin) was introduced in 2018 and will be taught in Years 3-6 by 2021.
We actively promote sustainability with classrooms assigned tasks that support the reduce, reuse and recycle message. Students are encouraged to avoid unnecessary wrapping and waste
through the Trash Free Thursday initiative. Other initiatives include the collection of ring pulls.
A total of 63Kilos of ring pulls were collected in 2019, enabling the Wheelchairs for Kids Program to fund nine wheelchairs.
We are an accredited Waste Wise and Water Wise school. The kitchen and garden program is
aligned to the national Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program. Children learn the importance of nutrition while engaging with the plant - grow - harvest - prepare cycle.
There is a strong student voice through a Student Representative Council. Each classroom having
a student representative who is elected by peers and meeting regularly with a teacher leader. Students are able to present their views and champion for change or events. They undertook many
fundraising events for our sister school Chambak (in Cambodia) and other local charities. Some
highlights for 2019 were Walk to School, Pirate Day and Crazy Hair Day.

Our dedicated and professional staff are committed to providing high quality education and care to
every student. We offer an experienced student services team as additional support to ensure all
students can achieve their potential. The team includes a School Chaplain and Student Support
worker who offer a range of pastoral care services for students and parents.
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Our dedicated and professional staff are committed to providing high quality education and care to
every student, every day. We offer an experienced student services team as additional support to ensure all students can achieve to their potential. We recognise that good relationships between students and staff promotes a safe school environment and communication between class teachers and
parents and carers is encouraged through Connect, class Facebook pages or other online means.
When conflicts occur a restorative approach is used to achieve desired outcomes for all involved and
maintain positive partnerships.
Parent participation was welcomed and rewarded through the Passport Program. Parent and community volunteers were rewarded with $1 Beckenham Dollar for every one hour they volunteered.
Parents were able to use their money to pay for school uniform, fees and excursions. We once again
had strong support from an active Parents and Citizen's Association who provided funds for various
projects around the school. They provided additional seating around the school as well as paying
for the lease on much needed desktop computers in the library, boosting student access to ICT for
future NAPLAN use and general classroom access for research. A much needed new letterbox was
also installed, in the fence line, replacing the old one on the verge that was often the target of vandalism.
Parents and community are involved in the operation of the school through the School Board who
meet regularly. We are also supported by the Curtin University Volunteer Program with initiatives
such as Support a Reader and Kitchen Garden. We have developed several garden areas using native plants that attract birds and insects and are water wise. Students are encouraged to care for
these garden/play spaces. Maintenance of these garden areas is undertaken by a dedicated volunteer gardener.

We are fortunate to be located on spacious grounds including an oval and several designated play
areas for various year groups. The older buildings have been enhanced by outstanding art works
which are predominate features when you enter the school grounds. Our students are actively involved in art projects that connect them with other students around the world. Our students participated in a Global trading Card Project ‘What makes me happy.’ 141 schools from around the world
participated and postcards created by students were displayed at Stockland Shopping Centre in
Riverton.
A visit to our Facebook page highlights the range of curriculum activities undertaken. Additional information can be found on the website
or you can contact us on 92783700.
We warmly welcome tours of the
school and grounds.
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Understanding and respecting difference in others underpins our
6 Kinds of Best Values Program. The program supports students
to be kind to themselves, be kind to others, be the community
kind, be the learning kind, the achieving kind, be kind to the environment and to love life.

Our Values
Since Six Kinds of Best was
implementation in 2018.
Students have continued to
made it their quest to be
their Beckenham Best everyday.
At each assembly we recite
the following affirmation.

I am one of a kind.
I am kind to myself.
I am kind to others.
And I am kind to the
environment.
I am the learning kind.
I am the achieving kind.
I am the community
kind.
And I love life!
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ATTENDANCE 2019

The School attendance rate for
2019 (90.8%) is slightly below that
of Like schools (91%) and WA Public Schools (91.6%).
The school Aboriginal attendance
rate (83.2%) is above Like schools
(81.7%) and WA Public Schools
(79.5%).
The school has more students at
Severe Risk (3.7) than WA Public
Schools (2.0%) and Like Schools
(2.6%) and more students with
Regular attendance (70.5%) than
Like Schools (68.5%). There are
less students attending regularly
compared to WA Public Schools
(73.0%)
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The school has less students at Indicated Risk (17.2%) than WA Public Schools (19.0%) and Like
Schools (21.5%). There is a greater
percentage of students at Moderate Risk (8.6%) than WA Public
Schools (6.0%) and Like Schools
(7.4%).

STUDENT INFORMATION

Student enrolments in 2019 increased to 428 from 395 in 2018. As there has been a significant change in the area
with large housing blocks being subdivided to make way for multiple dwelling sites the school will become a local
intake school in 2020. It is likely given the growth of the area that enrolments will gradually increase.
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NAPLAN 2019

2019 NAPLAN Comparative Performance was as expected across all domains. In 2019 a Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies will continue to be implemented across all year levels to improve student performance in Reading. Brightpath will
continue to be used to improve the teaching of Writing and to improve the moderation of teacher grades.

The Average Numeracy Score for Year 3 and 5 is below that of Like
Schools. The trend in Year 3 is similar to that of Like Schools since
2015. There is a slight n upward trend in Year 5 Numeracy.
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

The Average Reading Score for Year 3
(419) was above Like Schools (399)
Year 5 results (453) were slightly below
Like Schools (467)
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

The Average Writing Score for Year 3 (408)
was better than that of Like Schools (399).
Year 5 (454) was slightly above that of Like
Schools (452).
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

The Average Spelling Score for both Year 3 and 5 exceeded that of Like Schools. The Year 3 Average Score exceeded Like
Schools by 40 points. The Year 5 Average Score (497) exceeded Like Schools by 15 points (482). This performance can be
attributed to our continuation of our whole school emphasis and explicit teaching of Spelling using Spelling Mastery.
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

The Average Grammar and Punctuation Score for Year 3 was 425 above that of Like Schools (402).The Year 5
Average Score (451) was below that of Like Schools (471).
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

Year 3 NAPLAN 2019
Reading-The percentage of students
with Excellent and Good achievement
was above Like Schools, with a lower
percentage of students than Like
Schools achieving Satisfactory performance. The percentage of students
with Limited achievement was slightly
less than that of Like Schools.

Year 3 NAPLAN
Numeracy-The percentage of students
with Excellent and Good achievement
was very similar to Like Schools. There
was a slightly higher percentage of students than Like Schools achieving Satisfactory performance. The percentage of
students with Limited achievement was
slightly less than that of Like Schools.

Year 3 NAPLAN
Writing- The percentage of students
with Excellent achievement is slightly
above that of Like Schools. The percentage of students with Good achievement
is the same as Like Schools.
The percentage of students achieving at
a satisfactory level is below Like Schools
with the same percentage of students
as Like Schools showing limited achievement.
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

Year 5 NAPLAN
Reading-The percentage of students
with Excellent achievement was below
Like Schools. The percentage of students with good achievement was the
same as Like Schools. A larger percentage of students were represented in the
satisfactory achievement category than
Like Schools. There were less students
in the limited achievement category
than Like Schools.

Year 5 NAPLAN
Numeracy-The percentage of students with Excellent achievement is
below Like Schools. The percentage
of students with Good achievement is
slightly less than that of Like Schools.
There are more students with satisfactory achievement than Like
Schools and less with limited achievement.

Year 5 NAPLAN
Writing-The percentage of students
with Excellent or Good achievement
was the same as Like Schools. There
were a lower percentage of students
than Like Schools achieving Satisfactory performance. The percentage of
students with Limited achievement
was more than that of Like Schools.
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

Progress-Year 3 to 5 NAPLAN
NUMERACY 2017-2019
The Tested Twice and Stable Cohort
Progress were above that of Like
Schools, WA Public Schools and Australian Schools. The tested Cohort was below all comparative school groupings.
This indicates that those students who
were with us across both testing years
did statistically better than their peers
who were not at the school over this
time.

Progress-Year 3 to 5 NAPLAN
READING 2017-2019
Stable Cohort, Tested Twice and Cohort
Progress were all above the comparative testing groups.

Progress-Year 3 to 5 NAPLAN
WRITING 2017-2019
The tested cohort was above like
schools. Those students tested twice,
and the stable cohort were above all
other groupings of schools.
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

Progress-Year 3 to 5 NAPLAN
SPELLING 2017-2019
Stable Cohort, Tested Twice and Cohort
Progress were all below the comparative groups of schools. This is a decline
on the previous years result and was
unexpected due to the ongoing Spelling
Mastery program.

Progress-Year 3 to 5 NAPLAN
GRAMMAR and PUNCTUATION 2017 2019
The Tested Twice and Stable Cohorts
both exceeded the schools in the comparative data groups. However, the
cohort overall is well below the comparative groups.
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NAPLAN 2019 continued

NAPLAN—Alignment to Grade Allocation. Report grades and NAPLAN scores should ideally align. Additionally, alignment
should match as close as possible WA Public Schools. In Semester 2, Year 3 Reading alignment between NAPLAN scores and
report grades was 23% below WA Public Schools. There are a significant percentage of students who achieved a NAPLAN
score above their grade allocations in Year 3 Reading and Writing.
One strategy to assist this discrepancy is the use of moderation activities across the cohort.
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2019 Highlights
Visual Art
2019 was, once again, an exciting year of creating in the Art Room. Students completed artworks covering skills and
processes such as drawing, painting, printmaking, textiles, ceramics, photography, digital art, collage and sculpture.
They were also given many opportunities to respond to the artwork of renowned artists and more contemporary, local
artists.
The year began with a focus on the Chinese zodiac ,‘Year of the Pig’ connecting our LOTE subject of Chinese to Art. Every class explored a different medium and process to produce masterpieces related to the pig theme.
Our Year 5 students participated in the global ‘Sew a Softie’ project which involved partnering with a Pre-Primary student and together drawing a little monster. The Year 5s then took the drawing, turned it into a design and sewed a soft
toy which they then presented to their Pre-Primary partner. Pictures of their work then appeared in an online exhibition put together by the Children’s Museum of the Arts in New York.
Harmony Day in March saw students all involved in a whole school chalk drawing activity. Huge letters spelling
‘Harmony Day’ were drawn on the floor of the undercover area and students coloured them at recess and lunchtime.
Students drew and coloured pictures of what Harmony Day meant to them.
Making connections with artists is possible via my Art Teacher Life Facebook and Instagram. I often make contact with
the artists we are studying and post photos of our students’ work. Many artists make comments and give encouragement, which has given greater meaning to, and appreciation of, the artwork they have produced. Through social media
I also set up the 2019 Global Artist Trading Card Project – What Makes Me Happy. 141 schools from around the world
sent mini self- portraits to Beckenham Primary. Stockland Riverton sponsored the project and we displayed ATC’s from
every child at Beckenham Primary, as well as the thousands received from other countries, over a two week period at
the shopping centre. At the end of the exhibition, cards were packaged up and sent on so that every child received a
card from a student in another part of the world.
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2019 Highlights
For the Term 3 Staff Development Day I hosted an art workshop on printmaking and collage for teachers in our district
which was very productive and rewarding. I also welcome art teachers to observe my teaching on a regular basis.
In September I was given the opportunity to go to Melbourne for the Zart Art ‘Nurturing Creativity’ Conference. This
gave me the chance to learn from other outstanding art teachers and meet contemporary Australian artists. Many of
the ideas I saw I then shared with our students at Beckenham. One project that stemmed from this conference was
based on the artwork of Australian artist, Grotti Lotti. The students did such an outstanding job that I had their artwork
printed onto cards, which we then sold via the P and C and made $1400, which will be put towards a whole school art
project at a later date.
Two Art excursions were organised. The first was to Subiaco with the Year 4 classes and we explored all the street art
around central Subiaco. We focussed on the artwork of Spanish artist, Okuda San Miguel, and students completed a
project based on his work. The second was with the Year 3/4 class and we went on an ‘Oh Hey WA’ street art tour of
Perth city. Here we concentrated on the work of West Australian artist, Kyle Hughes-Odgers. We wrote questions and
sent them to him and he responded and then created work in his style, which he also responded to.
We were also very lucky to have visits from other artists. Sean Avery is a local artist and illustrator and he came and
spoke to our students during Book Week. Visiting Italian artist, Colleen Corradi, conducted a drawing workshop with
our Year 6 students.
This year I held a lunchtime ‘Competition Club’ and students were given the opportunity to enter the Stockland Youth
Art Awards. Our students did extremely well and were rewarded with prizes and certificates. The school was also presented $150 towards art supplies.
The Art program at Beckenham has continued to be a vibrant and fulfilling experience for our students with the aim of
not only teaching students the required knowledge, skills and processes as stated in the curriculum, but also to open
their eyes to the world around them and teach them to appreciate and respond to what they see.
Kate Driscoll , Art Specialist Teacher
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2019 Highlights
Physical Education
Summer Carnival
Our Interschool Summer Carnival was held in March at Ferndale Reserve for the Year 6 students and some year 5 students. We competed with 7 other schools to give the students an opportunity to play cricket, volleyball or tee-ball in a
competitive atmosphere. There are no shields or ribbons at these carnivals as it is more about participation in a competitive environment and socialising with other students. Even though we do not officially keep scores it was very interesting when some of the students came up to me and told me how many games they had won or lost.
Sporting Schools
Sporting Schools is a Commonwealth funded incentive to help schools purchase sports equipment and to have some
sporting associations come to the school. The money is only allowed to be spent on the sport that is chosen. In first
term a gymnast came to the school and ran a few gymnastics classes. In Term 1 the school had funding to buy some
portable soccer goals and equipment and in Term 3 there was extra funding to buy more athletics equipment.
Fundamental Movement Skills
Fundamental Movement skills were assessed throughout the year to gauge the lower students’ coordination and agility levels. They were assessed in game situations and in ‘Playstations’ where they all rotated to different activities. I
have noticed over the years that the fundamental movement skills of students in general has deteriorated which is
very disappointing. I have discussed this with other Physical Education teachers from other schools and they have the
same problems. Families seem more inclined to stay at home and play computer games instead of joining the local
sporting clubs. This is evidenced from the informal surveys that I do with the students to see how they spend their
weekends; their after school activities and if they are in a sporting club.
Free Tennis Racquets for Pre Primary Students
In June, Pre Primary students received a free Tennis Racquet each from ANZ Tennis Australia. 2019 was the third year
that we have managed to receive them. They were then able to keep them and take them home. I also gave them a
free tennis ball from the PE budget. It’s no use having a tennis racquet if you don’t have a tennis ball to play with it as
well!
Winter Carnival
Our Interschool Winter Carnival was held in June for the year 6 students and some year 5 students. Students participated in football, soccer and netball. It was run similar to the Summer Carnival.
Golf
The Golf Association visited the school to conduct free golf clinics for Year 6 students. They came for three sessions
over three weeks. The students participated well and learnt a lot about golf.
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2019 Highlights
School Faction Cross Country Carnival
The Faction Cross Country Carnival was run in June. The students from year 4 to year 6 ran around the oval and outside
the school. We did not get many parents coming to watch which has been very disappointing over the years. But luckily
a handful of parents are always willing to help with this event. It would be great to have a few more parent helpers in
2020.
Jump Rope for Heart
It had been over ten years since Beckenham had helped fundraise for the Heart Foundation so I decided that it was
time for the students to do it again. The School raised over $2,000 for the Heart Foundation which was gladly received.
The students enjoyed the whole week of Jump Rope for Heart Activities to music in their Physical Education lessons.

Faction Athletics
Gold Faction won the Faction Athletics Carnival again in 2019 with Red Faction winning the handicap shield. Our Faction Captains and Vice Captains were terrific helpers on the day. There is always a good turn up on the day of parents
coming to watch their children race and do the tabloid events. The Commonwealth Bank characters entertained the
crowd with a short race which was very entertaining for the students and parents.
Interschool Athletics Carnival
The Interschool Athletics Carnival was in October and the weather was perfect. The year 4 to year 6 champions from
our Faction Athletics Carnival attended. We competed in long jump, ball throw for distance, 400metres, 200 metres,
100metres, 80 metres and relays. Also the students participated in the leaderball and passball competitions. Beckenham came third for the championship shield and came third for the handicap shield.
Swimming Lessons
The swimming lessons were held in September and approximately 80% of students attended. The swimming lessons
are paid for by the Department of Education with parents paying bus fare and pool entry.
Coral Perhavec
Physical Education Teacher
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2019 Highlights
Science
2nd Beckenham Primary Solar Car Challenge
There was a clear sky and full sun the solar car challenge on Solar Energy. The Race Starter was Mrs. Harper, Acting
Principal. A big thank you to Sean Hunt for being the Finish Judge and coming in early to help teams check their wiring
connections. Congratulations the winning team Lazar and runners up Green Flash.
On April 2nd a team of Beckenham students participated in the Synergy Solar Challenge at Mazenod College for the
third year. This time Alan Friday year 6 Science Teacher, accompanied Fershta, Jasmine, Greyson and Beau.
50th Anniversary of the First Moon Walk and National Science Week
The last weekend of the July School holidays was the 50th anniversary of the first two men to land and walk on the
moon. During the previous two weeks to this, Alan Friday and myself made sure most classes had a short lesson on The
Apollo 11 Moon Mission. I made a simple display. It was also put on display on the verandah for the last assembly before the school holidays for parent interest. Parents were also notified via the Beckenham Facebook of videos clips to
watch with their students.
The first week in August SciTech came to school and set up their fantastic Space Dome. Students across the school had
a curriculum related lesson in the Dome followed by a workshop in the Library. A big thank you to Lincoln and Grace
for helping us celebrate National Science Week.
Disabilities
We welcomed Ashleigh Gibson to the Science Room in May for two of her pre-service teacher practicums. Ashleigh, is
also a Disability Advocate and a volunteer at Perth Children’s Hospital. She was very happy to answer all the students’
questions about her disability.

Assessment and Reporting
In 2019 all strands of science were taught.
I continued to be a part of the SCATS team developing a digital Assessment tool to be used by many primary schools to
create a consistent standard of marking.
I took the opportunity to trial the Science Teacher Assessment and Recording Tracker to assess all students on 4 SIS
Tasks to report on their science grade in both semesters. A big thank you to Mrs McDonald for taking on the role of the
Administrator and working through glitches we had with the digital tool.
I soon found how useful the tool was at improving my Science teaching. It was very easy to see what should be done to
have more students scoring A’s and B’s.
The tool also proved to very successful in parent interviews.

Yvonne Hunt
Science Coordinator and Specialist Teacher
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2019 Highlights
Chinese (Mandarin)
In 2019, the Year 3 and Year 4 students had a busy year learning Mandarin through songs, rhymes and online applications such as Kahoot, Quizlet and a free trial from Education Perfect. They also experienced a variety of Chinese cultural activities. These included Chinese calligraphy writing, tasting glutinous rice dumplings during the Dragon Boat Festival, tasting Moon Cake during Mid-Autumn Festival and most exciting of all, learning about the History of Tea followed
by an excursion to Utopia Bubble Tea House in Cannington. Students had to place their order using Mandarin. The
shop owner was very impressed with our students' confidence in using the language.
Our students also participated in the Southern Mandarin Hub Annual Chinese New Year Poster Competition in Term 1
and the State Chinese Writing Competition in Term 3. Many of our students received the Excellence Award from both
events.
Sue Tiao
Mandarin Language Specialist Teacher
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2019 Finance
Financial Summary as at 31st December 2019
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