Annual Report 2017

2017 - A year of new beginnings
NDHS saw a number of significant changes in 2017. At the beginning of Term 3, the school said farewell to
Mr Phil Epps, who had been a long standing staff member at our school and acting deputy principal for a
number of years. We welcomed Mrs Naomi Peddie into the permanent deputy principal’s role. Not long
after, Mr Paul Luxton, who had been the principal of the school for over 7 years, also left the school and
was replaced by Mrs Melanie Hancock at the beginning of term 4. These changes provided the new admin
team with an opportunity to consult widely with students, staff, parents and community to assess
perceptions of the school, as well as assess what was working and what could be changed or improved to
meet the aspirations of the school’s many stakeholders. A number of public forums, first with the staff,
then one with parents and finally, one with the school’s secondary students were held early in Term 4.
Due to the significance of the change within the school and that public opinion was sought within the
forums, the annual school survey was not conducted this year.
The forums were widely attended and the valuable ideas generated by stakeholders, along with system
data, helped to set priorities for the new administration team and set a course of action for 2018. A
number of these priorities included:


Improving consistency of practice, standards and expectations within learning areas throughout the
school to improve overall student achievement



Improving school attendance rates



Improving communication processes throughout the school and within the community



Improving student engagement



Improving school pride through enhanced school identity– rebranding with a new logo, motto and
uniform.



Improving school technology availability and infrastructure



Eliminating the use of SABA, particularly for secondary Maths

Highlights of 2017
2017 was an extremely busy year with many highlights
throughout:




























Secondary camp to Canberra
Taking part in the NAPLAN online trial
ANZAC Day ceremony
Mother’s Day Morning Tea
Sports incursions and
workshops
Musica Viva incursion
In term swimming lessons
Faction and interschool swimming carnivals
NCVISSA sports carnivals each term
Farewell celebrations for Mr Epps and Mr Luxton
Cross Country
Northampton Show Centenary
Airing of the Quilts
Presentation and graduation night
Year 10 Graduation Dinner
Staff, student and parent consultation forums
P&C Melbourne Cup Day
NAIDOC celebrations
AFL visits
School choir performances
Breakfast Club
School Chaplain
Halloween Disco
Scitech Incursions
Art Award
100 days of school celebration
Horrocks Beach cleanup

Attendance Rates 2017
The attendance rates at
Northampton District High School
have continued to remain a
significant concern. 2017 saw a slight
decline in regular attendance from
the previous year. Rates of student
attendance within the ’At Risk’
categories have continued to be
higher than both ‘like’ schools and
the WA Public Schools State average.
Improving rates of regular
attendance will be a significant area
of focus for our school throughout
2018. and beyond.

Student Results 2017
In May 2017, students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 were tested in Literacy and Numeracy using the mandated
NAPLAN testing materials. Students completed Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (Grammar and
Punctuation/Spelling) and Numeracy tests. These results were used by teachers to confirm teacher
judgement when completing reports and guide them on decisions related to the curriculum content for
each child and developing Individual Education Plans.
Our results in NAPLAN were disappointing, with results generally trending down in all cohorts and
learning areas other than Year 9. We are performing well below the Australian average in all areas, as
well as below ‘like’ schools in general. Average trends can be seen in the longitudinal data presented on
the following pages.
These disappointing results are a huge motivator for teaching and learning reform within our school;
improving literacy and numeracy rates are a primary focus for 2018.
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