Welcome to our school report!
This report will give the community good
information about

• How we did against our priorities for 2018
• How well our students are achieving

academically and socially
• How happy our community is with our work
• How and where we spent our funding

We are proud to present the 2018 report to
the community!

Successes in 2018 included

• Review of our High School programs and the

implementation of ‘support’ and ‘challenge’
classes

• Introduction of new lesson structures in SIDE
• Continuation of the Positive Behaviour Schools
initiative

• Introduction of Talk 4 Writing in English in the
Primary School

In 2018, our focus was on

• The development of a new Strategic Plan for
2019 to 2021

• Progressing NQS in the Early Childhood
• Implementing Talk 4 Writing and investigating

Letters and Sounds in the English Learning Area

• Consolidating SIDE as a viable learning option for
students in Years 11 and 12

• Participating in an external school review

• In 2018, we worked with the School

Council, MARG and School Staff to
develop school priorities and put plans in
place for the future
• We have developed a Big-Hearted,
Audacious goal for our school, looking
forward 15 years into the future

Meekatharra DHS works hard to be a school where all
stakeholders feel like they belong to something good. In
every classrooms, we can see engaged students and high
quality teaching from motivated teachers. Families and
Community members can confidently interact with the school
and have regular and open conversations will all staff
members. We are working to consolidate our programs from
Kindilink to High School to show our students a bright future.

The new strategic plan was developed to be
released to the community in 2019

• The plan grew from

collaborative sessions with the
School Council and Staff
• Findings from the School Review
report (October 2018) were
incorporated into the plan
• The plan will be discussed with
the parent and school group in
2019
• The plan will be released to
MARG at the May meeting, 2019

• In 2018, a thorough review of the National Quality Standard for
Early Childhood Education at Meekatharra DHS was undertaken

• A strength of our school is our excellent relationships with ECE
families and their trust in our programs

• We are meeting NQS requirements in Educational program and
Practice, Children’s Health and Safety, and our relationships
with children

• In 2019, we have a grant of $12 500 to develop the ECE
playground

• We will focus on meeting the NQS in Physical Environment and
in Governance & Leadership

• All staff including support staff were trained in Talk 4
Writing (T4W) in February 2018

• Talk 4 Writing resources were purchased and
support/mentor teams were implemented

• Links were established with a T4W coach in the region
• In 2019, all new staff will be trained in T4W
• Letters and Sounds (L&S) starter packs were developed
• All Year 1/2 students were assessed in L&S and this
program was used in Year 1/2

• In 2019, the L&S coach will support and train other staff

• In October of 2018, we had a team from Department of Education

Central Office come to review our school’s progress and achievement

• Our school received a performance rating of ‘Needs Improvement’,
reflecting our expectation that we continue to work together to
improve the overall education available to the community at
Meekatharra DHS

• Successes included “quality support practices of non-teaching
staff”, “Leaders…committed to the improvement journey”,
“openness of school communication with parents [which] has
resulted in increased engagement with the school”

• Key areas of focus included managing change, improving tracking for
student engagement, continuing to focus on resource allocation for
all students

• Parents and families were surveyed at the end of 2018
• Although we did not receive as many responses as hoped, there were
•
•
•
•

some trends
Parents reflected a positive relationship with the Early Childhood
classrooms and area
Every responding parent agreed that our school has a good Early
Childhood Program
All responding parents agreed that the school will work to support
student learning, and that families can get involved in classrooms and
programs at school
83% of responding parents agreed that our school is a positive
environment for children and families

There were some areas where we can improve

• Only half of parents agreed that there had been an improvement
in student behaviour in the past year

• Half of parents did not agree that student behaviour was well

managed at school, and we believe this is still an area requiring
improvement

• The last student survey also indicated that students do not believe
student behaviour is well managed

• The majority of responding parents indicated that their children
did not talk about our COOL values at home – we are addressing
this with our Strong Communities commitment for 2019 to
increase knowledge and visibility of PBS in the community

Semester 1, 2018

Semester 2, 2018

• 2018 saw an overall improvement in students attending more

than 80% of the time, up from 27.8% to 31%
• Semester 2 is historically a difficult time for severe nonattendance, with families going to Perth and staying there
during July and August
• Student transiency was reduced from 132% in 2017 to 81.7% in
2018, and is at the lowest it has been for more five years

• In 2018 we saw a significant

improvement in the progress students
were making from one NAPLAN cycle
to the next

• Students in all year levels had higher

progress in reading, when compared
to other schools with similar students

• Students in Year 9 made particularly high progress in Writing,
and Students in Year 7 had expected achievement alongside
high progress

• In 2019, we will continue to focus on differentiating

instruction and curriculum in each classroom to support
student learning

• Additional funding in both Kindy and

Kindilink has allowed for a strong ECE
program in the school

• Kindilink, Kindy and Pre-Primary in
2018 has shown that students are
benefiting from the early start
provided by the Kindilink program

• Student achievement on the Kindergarten Assessment Tool
shows our students building strong oral language in a
supported environment

• Families report confidence in ECE and that our programs are
providing a strong foundation for future success

• Our school receives additional funding

across the board because we are
relatively isolated, we have a low ICSEA
(socio-economic index) and many of our
students are Aboriginal
• This funding needs to be used to support
our students’ learning
In 2018, we
• Appointed additional AIEOs to support community links
• Ensured reduced class sizes across the school
• Provided a support staff member in most classrooms
• Invested in PBS through training and staff time
• Provided bus services and breakfast club to reduce barriers to
getting to school
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