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Foreword

The Curriculum Council in recent years has worked on behalf of, and in collaboration with, school systems
and sectors to produce a set of common progress maps to describe progressive student achievement of
Curriculum Framework outcomes. A working version was produced in 2003 and finalised for publication in
2005 as the Curriculum Framework Progress Maps.

The Department of Education and Training has used the Curriculum Framework Progress Maps as the basis
for producing the Outcomes and Standards Framework. This version includes the Achievement Targets
defined at Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 for WA government schools.

The Outcomes and Standards Framework is a key component of Phase 2 of the Curriculum Improvement
Program (CIP2) with the focus on improving teaching and learning by establishing and maintaining high
standards of student achievement. The CIP2 is a central platform in the Plan for Government Schools 2004-
2007, as the vehicle for continued implementation of the K-12 Curriculum Framework. This is supported by
the provision of high quality professional learning support for teachers and school leaders.

The use of the Outcomes and Standards Framework has been mandated in the new Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Policy (2005). Schools are required to use the Framework to monitor and
evaluate students’ progress and achievement. It provides a common language that can be used throughout
the government school system to describe the standards of student achievement and to support
improvement in student learning. The Framework is the basis for ensuring consistency of teacher
judgements and is a significant tool in the Making Consistent Judgements professional learning program.

PAUL ALBERT
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Curriculum Framework Support Documents

Curriculum Framework
The Outcomes and Standards
Framework and the Curriculum Guides
are intended to support ongoing
implementation of the Curriculum
Framework.

Outcomes and Standards Framework Curriculum Framework
Curriculum Guides K-12

Overview
Contains the level descriptions
for learning area outcomes of the
Curriculum Framework.

Learning Area
Each book contains the level
descriptions and elaborations for the
relevant learning area outcomes.

Learning Area K-12
Each book contains scope
and sequences of content for
the relevant learning area
outcomes across the four
phases of development.

CD-ROM

Contains the Department’s Curriculum, Assessment and
Reporting Policy, the Outcomes and Standards Framework and
the Curriculum Framework Curriculum Guides K-12. It also
contains an “in-phase curriculum guide” with further sequences
of content within each phase of development for particular
learning area outcomes.
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2. Supporting Implementation of the
Curriculum Improvement Program
Phase 2

For WA government schools, a continued focus on improving the quality of teaching and learning is at the
heart of the Curriculum Improvement Program Phase 2 (CIP2). Along with the Curriculum, Assessment and
Reporting Policy (2005), a number of tools (frameworks, programs and support documents) have been
developed and reviewed to support schools and teachers in their efforts to provide a quality outcomes-
focused curriculum that meets the needs of all students and that enables each student to experience
success in their schooling. Each of these tools addresses a key curriculum question that underpins the
provision of quality teaching and learning.
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3. The Nature of the Outcomes and
Standards Framework

The Outcomes and Standards Framework provides developmental sequences for most of the Learning Area
Outcomes in the Curriculum Framework. These are continua of increasing student understanding and skill
development across eight levels. The levels are neither age-related nor school year-related, so the rate of
students' achievement of outcomes will vary, given that individuals learn in different ways and at different
rates.

The Foundation outcomes prior to level 1 describe achievement for students with intellectual disabilities for
whom achievement of level 1 is a long-term goal.

The Outcomes and Standards Framework is inclusive of all students: of their abilities; needs and interests;
and of their social, cultural, linguistic, geographic and economic circumstances. It recognises and values
different forms of communication and different ways in which students can represent their understandings
and learning. It acknowledges that students with physical or intellectual disabilities do not achieve different
outcomes but that the difference could be in their rate of achievement and the way in which they
demonstrate particular outcomes. It promotes fair, valid and inclusive assessment practices.

In addition to describing progressive achievement of the outcomes, the Outcomes and Standards
Framework also defines standards of student achievement known as Achievement Targets. Achievement
Targets define realistic yet challenging targets for student performance at Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in outcomes
deemed critical by the government school system. They reflect the different emphases in the curriculum
across phases of schooling. At Year 3 the focus is on some outcomes in English and mathematics and by
Year 9, there are Achievement Targets defined for some outcomes in all the eight learning areas. The
development of the Achievement Targets has been informed by both empirical data on current levels of
achievement and by the professional judgement of experienced teachers in various school contexts across
the state as to the levels students should achieve in order to be confident of their future success in
schooling.




