
CRITERIA FOR WEEDING

1.
PHYSICAL CONDITION

Discard items which:

· are soiled or badly worn, particularly those with missing pages, brittle or dirty paper, e.g. hardbacks, study print, posters;

· have a short life and have become worn and tatty, e.g. paperbacks, and

· are non-print and damaged to the point of not being usable, e.g. scratched films, kits with missing parts.

Popular books may be considered for repair.  It is often advisable to buy a second copy.

2. CONTENT AND FORM
This is usually more difficult to evaluate.

Consideration for removal should be given to resources which:

· are more than 10 years old or are out of date either in their information or their pictorial format;

· present theories or concepts which have been disproved or altered significantly;

· present stereotypes of race, culture or sex role, or

· no longer meet curriculum needs and teaching methods.

2.1
Areas of Special Consideration for weeding

Non-Fiction

All areas of the library resource centre collection should be subject to frequent review and assessment.  The following guidelines may be helpful when weeding specific areas of the collection.  Each title needs to be considered individually and consideration should be given to the teaching and learning programs operating in the school before removing resources.

000      Resources in the computing area will date quickly.  Examine closely      

anything over five years old.

100 Consider weeding outdated descriptions of psychological problems.

200 Remove old information about sects and religions.

300 Discard outdated law and government resources.  Discard information on outdated social issues.

400 Consider the removal of old dictionaries.

500 Examine closely resources over five years old.  Discard those with obsolete information and outdated pictorial formats.

600 Resources over five years old, particularly those on technology and medicine need to be examined closely.

700 Consider the removal of dated works on photography, music, art and sport.  New editions and works with superior illustrations need to be considered.

800 Examine closely older literary works which have lost their appeal.


900
Weed outdated geography and history resources, particularly where the title dates materials and where names of countries have changed.  Retain resources that pertain to the history of the school and community.


Reference

Examine closely anything over five years old.  Outdated multi-volume encyclopaedia sets have limited value.

Fiction

Stereotyped fiction, poorly written fiction and unused “old” fiction, popular many years ago, should be seriously considered for weeding.  “Classics” and award winners should not be discarded.

Other

Audiovisual resources, especially where equipment no longer supports usage, charts, maps, periodicals, study prints and vertical files need to be regularly assessed.

3. USE PATTERNS

Discard items in areas of declining use such as where:

· a particular resource or subject was popular and interest has waned;

· materials were acquired to meet the needs of a specific group of students and these needs no longer exist,  e.g. materials in another language which is no longer studied in the school, or

· the items have had no recent use, despite promotion.

The automated system can provide data regarding use patterns which can inform decisions in this area.
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